





ARMY AND NAVY JOUR 


= * 








VOLUME IX.—NUMBER 12. 
WHOLE NUMBER 428. 


NEW YORK, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 


DCLLARBS PER YEAR. 
COPIES, FIFTEEN CENTS. 


1871, 

















Pablication Office No. 39 Park Row. 
SUBSCRIPTION SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 





THE JOSLYN-TOMES BREECH-LOADER. 


WE add this week to our series of papers illustrating 
American skill in the construction of small arms a de- 
scription of the new gun invented by Mr. B. F. Joslyn. 
The carbine produced by the same hand during the last 
years of our civil war, possessed merits that were gener- 
ally recognized at a time in which the best results were 
yet but crude. In the construction of his present sys- 
tem, however, the inventor has thrown aside the entire 
conception of his original effort and developed features 
altogether novel and singular to himself. 

The first view of the Joslyn-Tomes gun (Figure 1), is 
prepossessing from the cleanness of its external profile 
and the obvious solidity of its composition. An inspec- 
tion of its interior action, as shown in the succeeding 
cuts, still further satisfies critical observation by the few- 
ness of the parts that comprise the system and their 
functional simplicity. Suspending judgment as to the 
general effectiveness of the system when tried by the 





screw, G, the entire breech-piece may be taken out, for 
cleaning or any other purpose, an operation unequalled 
in speed by any other system known to us. The receiver, 
or frame, J, in the upper socket of which the bresch- 
block rides, is secured to the rear end of the barrel by a 
screw thread as in the Remington, though, if desired, it 
may be of one piece with the barrel. 

The breech-block closed, as shown in Figures 1 and 2, 
is secured by a spring catch-pin, illustrated in Figure 7, 
where L represents the spring carrying the catch-pin, 
K. This function exists the hammer being cocked, and 
the breech-piece is released only by the passage of the 
hammer beyond full cock. The hammer can thus be 
dropped to half or full rest, without freeing the breech- 
piece or discharging the gun. The relation of the ham- 
mer to the breech-piece, is shown in section, in Figures 
2 and 3, where it is seen to pass through a vertical slot 
in the block, to the walls of which it is pivoted 
by the strong pin, B. When the breech is closed and 
the hemmer down, as in Figures 1 and 2, in the position 
of discharge, the projection or hook, O, enters a recess 


cut in the frame, J, and firmly locks the breech. As the 
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the lever, U, thrown up by the passage of the breech, T, 
over its shorter arm, and flung with considerable force 
out of the gun. 

The external compactness and simplicity of breech ac- 
tion which characterizo the new production of Mr. Jos- 
lyn render it a particularly easy arm for manipulation. 
The relative balance of parts, the convenient position 
and slant of the hammer-comb, and the essentially natu- 
ral movement by which the breech is opened, are distinct 
merits of the gun in this respect. If the reader has 
even with ordinary care examined the cuts and our ac- 
companying letter-press, he will hardly need a sugges- 
tion of the rapidity of fire which can be attained with it. 
There are, for instance, but four motions requisite, each 
one of which, after a little practice, can be quickly ef- 
fected with the gun at the shoulder. First, the thumb 
seizes the hammer and draws it back to its limit of trav- 
el, the breech-block opening simultaneously and no care 
being requisite as to half or full-cocking. Next, the car- 
tridge is laid in the receiver, conveniently grooved for 
its entrance. Third, a second application of the thumb 
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in an opposite direction forces the breech-block back to 
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severe tests to which oMivial trials and actual service | hammer projection enters the recess at half cock, it is ob- 
subject a small arm, the impression, after a theoretical vious that the breech-piece is firmly closed before a dis- 
study of the Joslyn-Tomes breech-loader, is, indeed, de- | charge can be effected, the firing-pin having yet to be 
cidedly favorable. struck by the upper projection of the hammer, Q. To ren- 
The cuts, seven in number, admirably illustrate the | der this action more plain, a reference to Figures 2 and 3, 
invention. We would first direct attention to Figure 5, | showing the connestion of the firing-pin and hammer, 
which shows the distinctive part of the system, the slid- will be sufficient It will be there seen that the firing- 
ing breech-block with its under side turned upward and pin, N, playing in a cavity of the front of the breech- 
outward. Figures 1 and 4 show the same part when | piece, is held by its head in a groove cut in the face of 
closed and in the frame. This sliding breech-piece car- | the hammer, and that impact, sufficient to discharge a 
ries the hammer, M, mains,ring, C, sear, D, seer-spring, | shell, is possible only when the latter has descended so 
E (Figure 2), and is in shape a cylinder bevelled at the far that its uppor horn strikes the head of the former. 
rear exposure to fit the conformation of the gun. The | The action of the firing-pin is thus practically direct, 
Joslyn-Tomes is thus distinguished from the class of | and it is held away from the cartridge at all times ex- 
bolt guns, as in it bolt and breech-block are’ substantial- | cept when the hammer is not at nearly full rest. 
ly one, while the awkward lever peculiar to the needle- The extractor and ejector of the Joslyn-Tomes gun 
gun’s progeny is dispensed with. The action of the | are both simple and effective. The former is a plain, re- 
breech-block—termed, perhaps more properly, by the in- | liable spring attached to the side, and governed by the 
ventor, a sliding breech-piece, in loading the gun, is back- | motion of the breech-piece in such manner that its 
ward and forward on a direef plane, its motion being lim- | closing causes a hook at the end of the spring to engage 
ited by a stop screw, G, which, when the piece is opened, | the rim of the cartridge, which is pulled out with the 
rests against the shoulder, I, and when closed against the | withdrawal of the block. This spring, which is shown 
shoulder, H (Figures 1 and 6). Giving a few turns to the | in Figures 4 and 5, conveys the shell until it is struck by 
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THE JOSYLN-TOMES BREECH-LOADING RIFLE. 


a closed position, carrying the cartridge into its cham- 
ber, the firing-pin being all the time positively with- 
drawn and thus prohibiting those premature discharges 
incident to the whole class of bolt guns. Finally, the 
trigger is pulled and the discharge takes place. 

Both the inventor and the person who has superin- 
tended the construction of such sample arms as have 
| thus far been produced have fired the gun to test its fa- 
cility, and each has upon more than one occasion got 
thirty shots per minute from it. : 

If occasion demands that the gun be carried loaded— 
an utterly unnecessary condition with an arm so quick- 
ly charged, however—the hammer may be half cocked 
by a gentle trigger pull, and afterward full cocked with- 
out withdrawing the breech-block, which is secured 
meanwhile by its safety spring. 

Reviewing the details of the mechanism which enter 
into the breech system of this arm, it is difficult, without 
that actual trial of its parts which the writer has not 
personally witnessed, to detect any part to which the 
great desiderata — strength, and consequent safety— 
are wanting. Every particular of the mechanism is~ 
one might almost say—too massive. The breech-piece 











i 
i 
4 
/ 
j 
} 
' 





ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


Novemper 4, 187). 





eur tit 





— 





when closed and fixed in position by the engagement of 
the hammer-projection in the capacious slot of the 
frame is, for instance, apparently strong enough for the 
severest defective cartridge tests, and tight enough for the 
retention of escaping gas. In regard to the substantial 
character of its constraction—the gun having been test- 
ed in July last at Frankford arsenal, we quote, in con- 
clusion, from the report rendered by Major 'T, J. Tread- 





well, as follows: 

“The weapon is a very strong and simple one, with | 
but few parts; the only springs are the main and sear | 
springs. It is apparently safe against premature ex- 
plosions, and cannot be fired until the breech mechan- 
ism is in place and securely locked. It appears to ex- 
tract and eject the case effectively, and is opened and 
closed by single motions.” 

The breech system of Mr. Joslyn, it should be ob- 
served, is especially adapted for transformation of muz- 
zle-loaders, or other breech-loaders. Recent advices 
from Europe indicate that this circumstance hus already 
been recognized by the ordnance bureaus, and a sample 
arm has probably ere this undergone inspection at Ber- 
lin. 

This arm was patented November 15, 1879. Messrs. 
Tomes, Melvain & Co., No. 6 Maiden Lane, New Yir‘, 
manufacturers and importers, may be addressed for fur- 
ther particulars. 


f 7 
THLE ARMY. 

A PportTION of the Eighth Infantry, which has been so 
Ions stationed at Dav.d’s Island, New York Harbor, 
is, it is announced, to be sent to Chicago in answer to a 
request which comes from that city that troops be sent 
there for the protection of property, in place of those 
ordered there immediately after the late fire, and who 
have been withdrawn. 

The Government will continue the prosecutions in 
Utah, and, if necessary, additional troops wiil be sent to 
that Territory. Much is left to the discretion of Gene- 
ral Augur, who has taken measures to insure tranquilli- 
ty and to further the ends of justice. 








Tre commen ling officer Fort Hays, Kansas, received 
orders from the headquarters Department of the Mis- 
souri, October 26, to immediately relieve the detach- 
ments of the Fifth Infantry at railroad stations between 
his post and Fort Wallse by infantry detachments 
from his own post, and direct the d+tachments thus re- 
lieved to rejoin their companies without delay. The 
detachmonts guarding railroad stations between Forts 
Hays and Wallace will be under the control of the com- 
manding officer of Kort Hays, who is authorized, in 
cases of emergency, to requito the services of all troops 
that can be spared from Forts Harker and Larned, Kan- 


sas, without weakening the garrisons of those posts too | 


much for safety. The line of the railroad from Harker 
to Wallace is placed in charge of the commanding oiii- 
cer of Fort Hays, who will be responsible for its saivty, 
and will cause semi-monthly inspections of the detach- 
ments stationed along the road to be made by a commis- 
sioned officer. The same obligation and authority in re- 
lation to the railroad between Fort Wallace, Kunsas, 
and Denver City, C. T., and over the garrisons of Forts 
Lyon and Reynolds, C. T., are imposed on the com- 
manding officer of Fort Wallace, who, in like manner, 
will cause inspections of the detachments guarding sta- 
tions west of Fort Wallace to be made semi-monthly by 
@ commissioned officer. The officers commanding at 
Forts Harker, Larned, Lyon, and Reynolds will respond 
promptly to any demind made upon them for troops, in 
accordance with this order. Colonel Nelson A. Miles, 
Fifth Infsntry, is relieved from any further duty in the 
matters above referred to. 
GENERAL ORDERS, SERIES OF 1571. 
Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, Oct. 80, IST L. 

General Orders No. 65. 

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, 

Officers or agents of this department who hereafter 
transter public tunds by depositing the same to the 
eredic of the Treasurer of the United States will, in 
each exse, r quire and receive certificates of deposit in 
duplicate only. 

The face of each certificate will be made to show in 
writing tv what appropriatien the deposit belongs and 
for what fiscal year tue money was appropriated, pro- 
vided the depositor possesses such information as may 
be necessary to enuble the depositary to state the same 
in preparing the certificate for issne. 

he original certificate, with a letter of transmitts] 
showing tor what reason or on what account the deposi! 
hax been made, will at once be forwardd to the chief of 
the bureau controlling the appropriation to which the 
n O1ey belongs, or, in the absence of information concern- 
ing the latter, to the bureau officer in this city, under 
whose orders the depositor received the funds. ‘The du- 

Weate vertificate will be retaincd by the depositor for 
his security. 


The place, date, and amount of deposit, and the num- 
ber of the certificate, together with the appropriation 
if specified, will be noted on the account current or 
other proper return upon which the depositor desires to 
be credited for the money. 

Original certificates of deposit, when received and re- 
corded at the bureau offices, will, without unnecessary 
delay, be transmitted through the Secretary of War to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, care being teken thac 
the appropriation and the fiscal year are clearly and 
properly specified in every case. 

By order of the Secretary of War : : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasninetron, November 1, 1571. , 
General Orders No. 66. 

By direction of the President the following changes in 
millitary division and departments are made and will 
be earried into effect under the general supervision of 
the division commanders interested : 

First. The State of North Carolina is transferred from 
the Department of the East to the Department of the 
South. 

Second. The Indian Territory north of Texas and 
south ot Kansas is added to the Department of Texas, to 
be commanded by Brigadier General C. C. Augur, and 
the department of Texus is added to the Millitary Di- 
vision of the Missouri. 

Third. The department of the Platte is for the 
present discontinued, and the territory embraced is at- 
tached to the Department of Missouri. General Augur 
will trans‘er the dep irtment records to Fort Leavenwor h 
and ¢xpiain in persun to General Pope the disposition of 
the troops therein and the general instructions under 
which they are acting; after which he will proceed to 
Sen Antonio, Texas, and assume command of that De- 
partment. The depots of supply at Omaha will remain 
as they are at present, and the officers in charge will 
report to General Sheridan, commanding the Millitary 
Division of Missouri. 

Fourth. Colonel J. J. Reynolds, of the Third cavalry, 
on being relieved will proceed to Fort McPherson, Ne- 
braska, to await the arrival of his regiment and to take 
chorge of the horses and equipments to be left there for 
that regiment. 

Fifth. The States of Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi 
and the Gulf posts, as far eastward as and embracing 
Fort Jefferson and Key West, will constitute a new com- 
mand, to be called the Department of the Gulf, and will 
be commanded by Colonel W. H. Emory, of the Fifth 
cavalry. Colon«i Emory will turn over the command of 
his regiment and post to the offiver next in rank and 
proceed to New Orleans to organize his new command, 
and will report to Major G -nerel Halleck, commanding 
the Millitary Division of the South. 

Sixth. The Fifth cavalry, leaving their horses and 
heavy equipments, will proceed to Arizona, via San- 
’renciseo, and relieve the Third cavalry, taking their 
horses and equipments. The Third cavalry, when so 
relieved, will proceed to Fort McPherson, and, for the 
present, occupy the post vacated by the Fifth cavalry. 

Seventh. The various staff officers affected by these 
orders will receive special orders in due time. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

Ki. D. TownsenpD, Adjutant-General. 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
October 30, 1871. 


Tuesday, October 24. 

THE unexecuted portion of the sentence of a General 
Court-martial, promulgated in General Orders No. 30, 
of June 17, 1871, from headquarters Department of the 
South, directing that Private Michael Cooper, Company 
| A, Eighteenth Infantry, “ Forfeit to the United States 
| ali pay and allowances now due or that may become 
due; to have his head shaved; to be dishonorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States ; to be drummed 
out of the garrison, and then to be confined at Fort Pu- 
laski, Georgia, for the period of three years,” is hereby 
remittted, and he will be released from confinement 
upon the receipt of this order at the place where he may 
be confined. 

The commanding general Department of Dakota will 
grant a furlough for ninety days (upon the opening of 
navigation on the Missouri river in 1872), with per- 
mission to visit Canada West, to Seryeant John McRae, 
Company F, Seventeenth Infantry, now serving with 
lis command. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish Sidney 
D. Russell, formerly private Company 1, Sixth Infantry, 
with transportation from Milwaukee, Wis., to this city, 
toenabie him to enter the Soldiers’ Home, the cost of 
which will be refunded to the Quartermaster’s Depurt- 
ment by the treasurer of the Soldiers’ Home, District of 
Columbia. 

By direction of the President, the extension of leave 
of avsence granted Captain F. W. Coleman, Sixth In- 
fantry, in 8] ecial Orders No. 416, October 21, 1871, from 
this office, is hereby further extended sixty days. 

The following-named enlisted men ,haviug been ap- 
pointed ho-pital stewards U. S. Army, will report by 
letter to the communding general Department of Dakota 
for assignment to duty: Sergeant Herko Koster, Com- 
pany B, Twenty-second Infantry; Private August 
Gecks, Company C, Seventeenth Infantry. 


himself to the military authorities at Fort Columbus, 
New York Harbor, September 23, 1871, where he is now 
in confinement awaiting trial, is hereby ,transferred to 
the General Service U. S. Army. 

Wednesday, October 25. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant 
Philip Reade, Third Infantry, in Special Orders No. 414, 
October 20, 1871, from this office, is hereby extended 
three months. 

On the recommendation of the regimental com- 
mander, the following transfers in the Seventh Infantry 
are hereby announced: Captain Walter Clifford, from 
Company K to Company F; Captain James M. J. 
Sanno, from Company F to Company K. 

Leave of absence for sixty days, with permission to 
apply for an extension cf four months, is hereby granted 
Major Joseph N. G. Whistler, Twenty-second Infantry, 
to take effect when he shall have returned to his post 
and submitted to department headquarters his report 
of the operations of the escort under his command. 

On the mutual application of the officers concerned, 
approved by the reyimental commander, the following 
transfers in the Fifth Artillery are hereby announced : 
First Lieutenant Gulian V. Weir, from Battery I to 
Battery M; First Lieutenant Ocran H. Howard, from 
Battery M to Battery I. Lieutenant Weir will join his 
proper station without delay. 

The unexecuted portion of the sentence of a General 
Court-martial, promulgated in General Court-martial 
Orders No. 57, of August 21, 1871, from headquarters 
Department of Texas, as directs that Private Charles 
Kellorg, Company K, Tenth Infantry, “ forfeit to the 
United States all pay and allowances that are now due 
or that may become due, except the just dues of the 
laundress; to be confined at hard labor in the peni- 
tentiary at Baton Rouge, La., for the period of four 
years, after the expiration of which time to be dishonor- 
ably discharged the service of the United States,” is 
hereby remitted, and he will be released from confine- 
meut and returned to duty with his command upon the 
receipt of this order at the place where he may be con- 
fined. 

The uncxeeuted portion of the sentence of a Generel 
Court-martial, promulgated in General Orders No. 35, of 
December 19, 1870, from headquarters Department of 
the Lakes, directing that Private Henry Pimm, Battery 
L, First Artillery, ** forfeit to the United States all pay 
and allowances that are now due or that may become 
due him, to be dishonorably discharged the service of 
the United States, and then tobe confined at hard labor 
at Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, for the period of 
one year,” is hereby remitted, and he will be released 
from confinement upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be confined. 

Leave of absence until December 1, 1871, is hereby 
granted Captain H. E. Alvord, Ninth Cavalry. 

Upon the recommendation of the Paymaster-General, 
Major Thaddéus H. Stanton, paymaster, will, upon the 
expiration of his leave of absence, report in person to the 
commanding general Military Division of the Pacific for 
assigument to duty. 

On the recommendation of the Chief of Ordnance, the 
following changes in the stations and duties of officers 
of the Ordnance Department are hereby made and will 
be carried into effect under special instructions from the 
Chiet of Ordnan:e: Captain John R. Edie, Jr., is reliev- 
ed from duty at Washington Arsenal and will report for 
dnty at Springfield Armory; Captain Francis H. Par- 
ker, now under orders for Watertown Arsenal, will re- 
port for duty at Washington Arsenal; First Lieutenant 
Frank H. Pnipps is relieved from duty at Washington 
Arsenal and will report for duty at Frankford Arsenal; 
First Lieutenant Clarence E. Dutton is relieved from 
duty at Frankford Arsenal and will report for duty at 
Washington Arsenal. 

Thursday, October 26. 


Major James J. Dana, quartermaster, is hereby author- 
ized to draw mileage in advance for the journey to be 
performed under paragraph 4, Special Orders No 405, 
October 14, 1871, directing him to report to the com- 
manding general Military Division of the Pacific for 
assignment to duty as chief quartermaster Department 
of Arizoua. 

Friday, October 27. 

So much of the unexecuted portion of the sentence of 
a General Court-martial, promulgated in General Court- 
martial Orders No. 100, of August 5, 1871, from head- 
quarters Department of the Eust, as directs that Private 
Jumes Manning, Company H, Eighteenth Infantry, 
“ be confined at hard labor at Fort Columbus, New York 
Harber, for the period of eight months,” is hereby re- 
mitted. 

The leave of absence granted Captein Melville A. 
Cochran, Second Infantry, in Special Orders No. 195, 
September 15, 1871, from headquarters Department of 
the South, is hereby extended sixty days. 

Private Isaac Townsend, Company B, Twenty-first 
Infantry, now with his command, will report in person 
without delay to the Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 
The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the rec- 
essary transportation. Commutation of subsistence at 
the usual rates will be furnished while en route if it is 
impracticable to provide subsistence in kind. 

[No special orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s office on Saturday, October 28, the Department 
being closed as a mark of respect to the memory of Hon. 
Thomas Ewing, formerly Secretary of the Treasury and 





Captain W. H. Rexford, military storekeeper Ord- 
nance Department, Mount Vernon Arsenal, Alub«ma, is 
hereby sppointed to act as inspector on certain unser? | 


which Acting Assistant Surgeon R. M. Reynolds, U. §. 
Army, is responsible. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Ea-! 
ward G. Mathey, Seventh Cavalry, in Special Orders No. | 
193, September 12, 1871, from headquaarter-~ Department 
of the South, is hereby extended two months. 








Secretary of the Department of the Interior. ] 


Monday, October 30. 


viceable medical and hospital property at that post, fer| Dy direction of the President,so much of Special 
Orders N». 354, September 11, 1871, from this office, as 


accepts the resignation of First Lieutenant James Joyes, 
Seventeenth Infantry, to take effect October 31, 1871, is, 
under peculiar circumstances, hereby revoked. 

The following-named officers of the Corps of Engineers 


will, in addition to their present duties, recruit for the © 


Private Charles Velie, Company C, Twenty-cighth In- | Engineer Battalion, and report by letter to Major H. L. 
fantry, who deserted-May 12, 1867, and surrendered 


Abbot, Corps of Engineers, Willet’s Point, New York 








Lt DSO Om. 
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Harbor, for instructions: Captain Samuel M, Mansfield; 
Serond Lieutenant Charles F. Powell, 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish Sergeant 
James Herbert, Company G, Second Cavalry, now with 
his command, and two attendants, with transportation to 
this city, to enable him ta enter the Soldiers’ Home for 
medical treatment. Commutation of subsistence at the 
usual rates will be furnished while en route if it is im- 
practicable to provide subsistence in kind. 

Private Charles A. Goodwin, alias Charles Kelley, 
Company D, Fourth Cavalry, now with his command, 
will be discharged the service of the United States upon 
the receipt of this order at the place where he may be 
serving. This soldier is entitled to pay, etc., only under 
paragraph 1,871, Revised U. 8. Army Regulations of 
1863. 

The extension of leave uf absence granted Second 
Lieutenant Henry P. Perrine, Sixth Cavalry, in Special 
Orders No. 362, September 16, 1871, from this office, is 
hereby further extended thirty days. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First 
Lieutenant Gregory Barrett, Jr., Tenth Infantry, in 
Special Orders No. 553, August 25, 1871, from this office 
is hereby further extended sixty days. 

The superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
at once prepare and forward a detachment of eighty-five 
recruits to Omaha, Nebraska, where they will be re- 
ported, upon arrival, to the commanding general De- 
partment of the Platte for assignment to the Fourteenth 
Infantry. 
the necessary transportation. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant William 
V. Spencer, Thirteenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
176, October 6, 1571, from Headquarters Department of 
the Platte, is hereby extended sixty days. 


ARMY PERSONAL. 


AssIsTANT Surgeon J. D. Hall, U. S. Army, was as- 
signed to duty as post surgeor at Fort Benton, Montana 
Territory, October 21. 

AcTING Assistant Surgeon E. L. Shurley, U.S. Army, 
has been ordered to report to the commanding officer of 
Fort Ellis, Montana Territory, for duty. : 


LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted Ma- 
jor W. H. Johnston, paymaster U.S. Army, in orders 
from headquarters Department of Dakota, October 26. 

At his own request, Acting Assistant Surgeon F. P. 
Cleary, U. S. A., now at Camp Supply, I. T., will report 
to the medical director of the department in person for 
annulment of contract. 





LEAVE of absence for thirty days, on surgeon’s certi- 
ficate of disability, was granted Surgeon J. C. McKee, 
U. 8. Army, on the 18th inst., by orders from headquar- 
ters Department of the East. 

LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
apply at headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 
for an extension of thirty days, was granted First Lieu- 
tenant E. C. Hentig, Sixth Cavalry, October 25. 

PARAGRAPH 3, Special Orders No. 159, current series 
from Hospital Steward Charles A. Sprague, U. S. Army, 
will proceed to Fort Larned, Kansas, reporting upon ar- 
rival to the commanding officer for assignment to duty. 

Masor Asa B. Carey, paymaster U. S. A., was re- 
lieved, October 26, from dutv aa member of the Court of 
Inquiry ordered to convene at Fort Bayard, N. M.; and 
Captain William Kelly, Eighth Cavalry, is detailed as 
a member. 

First Lieutenant C. S. Roberts. Seventeenth Infantry, 
received permission October 21, to avail himself of the 


leave of absence granted him in paragraph 5, Special Or- | 


ders No. 249, current series, War Department, Ad) utuut- 
General’s Office. 

THE leave of absence granted Virst Lieutenant F. C. 
Nichols, First Artillery, was extended six days by or- 
ders from headquarters Department of the Eist, October 
25, and leave of absence for fifteen days granted First 
Lieutenant E. R. Hills, adjutant Fifth Artillery. 

SECOND Lieutenant Andrew H. Russeil, Third Caval- 
ry, was ordered October 12, to report to the commanding 
officer, Benicia Barracks, for the purpose of accompany- 
ing the next detachment of cavalry recruits ordered 
from that post to the Department of Arizona. 

CaprTain W. A. Elderkin, Subsistence Department U. 
S. Army, now on duty in Denver City, Colorado Terri- 
tory, was ordered Octoter 27 to repair to Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, without deiay, on public business, on the 
completion of which he will rejoin bis station. 

First Lieutenant Valentine M. C. Silva, Twenty-first 
Infantry, received orders from headquarters Military Di- 
vision of the Pacific, October 10, to repair without delay 
to Yuma Depot, Arizona Territory, and there await orders 
from the commanding officer, Department of Arizona. 

Masor Rodney Smith, paymaster, U.S. Army, was 
ordered October 19, to muke payments to October 31, 
1871, of the troops stationed in the District of Minnesota, 
comprising the garrisons of Forts Snelling, Ripley, Ab- 
ercrombie, Wadsworth, Ransom, Totten, and Pembina. 

Magor F. Bridgman, pay department U.S. Army, 
Captain A. Delany, assistant surgeon U.S. A., and First 
Lieutenant J. P. Willard, Fifteenth Infantry, were de- 
tailed, October 26, as members of the General Court-mar- 
tial convened at l’ort Union, N. M. 

CaPTain Charles H. Whittelsey Thirteenth Infantry, 
brevet major U. S. Army, died at Fort Bridger, Wyom- 
ing on the 18th October. He was a native of Connecti- 
ticut and entered the Army from New York, having 
been appointed captain of the Thirtieth Infantry July 28, 
1866, and assigned tothe Thirteenth Infantry, Septem- 
ber 1, 1869. During the war he served as mujor of vul- 
unteers, and was brevetted brigadier-general of volun- 
teers, 

- SEconD Lieutenant G. 8. L. Ward, Twenty-second In- 
a orders October 20, to repair to headquar- 
ters Department of Dakota, as soon as practicable after 





The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish | 
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the return of the Yellowstone expedition, and report to 
the department commander for duty on his personal 
staff. 

Tue General Court-martial of which Lieutenant-Col- 
onel H. D. Wallen, Eighth Infantry, is prasident, has 
been ordered to re-vonvene at David’s Island, N. Y. har- 
bor, on November 1, for reconsideration of the case of 
| Private Bartholemew Gaffney, Company K, Eighth In- 
fantry. 

ASSISTANT Surgeon Thomas McMillan, U. 8. Army, 
was ordered October 10, to report to the commanding offi- 
cer, Angel Island, to accompany a detachment of musi- 
cians and recruits to Portland, Oregon. Upon the com- 
pletion uf which duty he will return to his proper sta- 
tion. 

REY. Chaplain Tattle, who had engaged passage for 
Liverpool on one year’s leave of absence, returned to Chi- 
cago to aid the sufferers by fire, and expects to remuin 
thre this winter if needed. -We would refer to his 
card, which we publish, offering to take charge of contri- 
butions for the relief of Army sufferers. 

Frrst Lieutenant Thomas F. Riley, Twenty-first In- 
| fantry, was authorized October 13, to avail. himself, from 
| the 9th instant, of the thirty days’ leave of absence grant- 
|ed to him in Special Orders No. 56, headquarters Depart- 
| ment of Arizona, July 10, 1871, extended sixty days, by 
| Special Orders No, 159, headquarters Military Division 
of the Pacifie. j 


| Fresr Lieutenant Moses Harris, First Cavalry, and 





| First Lieutenant Oscar Elting, Third Cavalry, were re- 
| lieved, October 26, from duty as members of the General 
Court-martial convened at the cavalry depot, St. Louis, 
Mo., and First Lieutenant Theodore J. Wint, Fourth 
Cavalry, and First Lieutenant James N. Wheelan, Sec- 
ond Cavalry, detailed as members. 


Masor M. R. Morgan, Subsistence Department U. S. 
Army, chief commissary of subsistence, Department of 
the Missouri, was ordered October 21, to proceed to Chi- 
cago, Ill, on business connected with the Subsistence De- 
partment, end will report in person to Lientenant-Colo- 
nel H. F. Clarke, chief commissary of subsistence, Mili- 
tary Division of the Missouri. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort McHenry, Maryland, November 1. Detuil for the 
court; Captain M. P. Miller, Fourth Artillery ; Captain 
H. C. Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery; Assistast Surgeon 
E. Coues, U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant J. B. Hazelton, 
Fourth Artillery, First Lieutenant C. P. Miller, Fourth 
Artillery ; Second Lieutenant E. 8 Chapin, Fourth Ar- 
tillery. Second Lieutenant H. M. Jones, Fourth Ar- 
tillery, judge-advocate. 

SrEconpD Lieutenant John Bannister, Twentieth In- 
fantry, has been temporarily detached and directed to 
proceed from Fort Pembina to Fort Rinsom, D. T., 
where he will report to the commanding officer for duty 
until further orders from headquurters Department of 
Dakota. First Lieutenant Alexander Wishart, Twen- 
tieth Infantry, has been rclieved from duty at Fort Ran- 
som, D. T., and directed to repair to Fort Abercrombie, 
| D T., where he will await orders from the above head- 
| quarters. . 


Actineé Assistant Surgeon Chapman Lee, U.S. Army, 
having report. d to the headquarters Military Division ot 
the Pacific, en route to Arizona, was ordered October 16, 
to repair to Benicia Barracks and report to the command- 
ing officer, to accompany the next detachment of recruits 
ordered from that post to the Department of Arizona, 
and Second Lieutenant Frederick Schwatka, Third regi- 
ment of Cavalry, to report to the commanding officer, 
| Benicia Barracks, for the purpose of accompanying the 
| next detachment of cavalry recruits ordered from that 
| post to the Department of Arizona. 


| ‘Te following officers were registered at headquarters 
| Department of the East, for the week ending October 
31, 1871: Major J. G. Chandler, quartermaster U. S. 
Army; Post Chaplain C. W. Fitch, U. S. Army; Cap- 
| tain A. D. Paimer, Fourth Artillery ; Brigadier-General 
C. C. Augur, U. S. Army; Second Lieutenant C. A. 
| Johnson, Fourteenth Infantry; Major J. V. Du Bois, 
| ‘Lhird Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant A. Greely, Fitth Cav- 
jalry ; Assistant Surgeon E. McClellan, U. 8S. Army; 
Second Lieutenant C. A. H. McCauley, Third Artiilery ; 
First Lieutenant Charles King, Fifth Cavalry ; Captain 
D. H. Kinzie, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant John 
McClellan, Fifth Artillery. 

Mason Nicholas Vedder, paymaster U. S. A, will 
pay the troops stationed at Leavenworth Arsenal and 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, muking his first payment 
not later tuan November 1; Major W. A. Rucker, pay 
master, U. 8. A., the troops at Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, and Little Rock, Ark.; Major E. H. Brooke, pay- 
master U.S. A., those at Forts Riley, Harker, Hays, 
and Wallace, Kansas, Lyon, and Reynolds, C. T., and 
the stations of the Kansas Pacific Railroad to Denver 
City, C. T.; Major I. O. Dewey, paymaster U. 8. A., the 
troops serving in southeastern Kansas and to Forts Gib- 
son, C. N., and Sill, I. T.; Major David Taylor, paymas- 
ter U.S. A., those at Forts Larned and Dodge, Kansas, 
and Camp Supply, L T.; and Major J. B. M. Potter, 
paymaster U. 8. A., the troops stationed at Santa Fe, 
Forts Wingate, Garland, and Union, New Mexico; Ma- 
jor Asa B. Carey, paymaster U. 8. A., the troops station- 
ed at Forts Craig, McRae, Selden, Cummings, and Bay- 
ard, New Mexico; and Major Frank Bridgman, paymas- 
ter U.S. A., those stationed at Fort Stanton, N. M., 
and Forts Bliss and Quitman, Texas. 


BrEFORE a General Court-martial which convened at 








} Paducah, Ky., October 3, 1871, and of which Colo- 


nel 8S. W. Crawford, Second Infantry, is president, Captain 
John Rziha, Fourth Infantry, was arraigned and 
tried on the charge,—* Conduct to the prejudice of good 
order and military discipline” (seven specifications.) To 
which charge and specifications the accused, Captain 
John Rziha, Fourth Infantry, pleaded “ Not Guilty.” 
He was found guilty of some but not all of the speci- 
fications, and guilty of the charge and sentenced 
“To be reprimanded by the department commander.” 








The proceedings, findings and sentence are approved by 


3 

the department commander, General Terry, who says: 
“ The language of which Captain Rziha has been found 
guilty, was a violation of common decency, unworthy of 
a person who has any cliims to respectability, and expe- 
cially reprehensible when, as in this case, it was applied 
by one officer of the Army toward another of bigh char- 
acter and position. “ Captain John Rziha, Fourth Infant- 
ry, is released from arrest und will resume his sword” 

Berore a General Court-martial which convened at 
Fort Dodge, Kansas, Decemter 6, 1870, and of which 
Captain James A. Snyder, Third Infantry, is president, 
Second Lieutenant Louis Schonborn, Third Infantry, 
was arraigned and tried on the charge of “ conduct un- 
becoming an officer and a gentleman.” The specifica- 
tions allege that the accused did assault, beat, abuse, 
and utherwise maltreat his wife, and did create thereby 
a scandalous disturbance in the vicinity of his quarters; 
and that having become justly iniebted to John E. Tap- 
pen, post trader at Fort Dodge, Kansas, in the sum of 
$2,411 70 for supplies furnished and for money ioaned, 
failed aud refused to pay the same, or any part there- 
of, although frequently requested so to do. The court 
found as follows: Of the first specification, “no find- 
ing ;” of the second specification, “ guilty, except the 
words ‘and fraudulently,’ ‘and refused ;? und of the ex- 
cepted words ‘not guilty; of the charge ; “ guilty,” and 
sentenced him to be dismissed the service.” The pro- 
ceedings are approved by the Secretary of War, except- 
ing the action of the court on the first specification, 
which is irregular and defective, and is disapproved. “ If 
less than a majority of the court believed the accused 
guilty of that specification, a finding of acquittal there- 
on should have been recorded, as the affirmative of any 
proposition can be adopted in a court-martial only by a 
mujority vote, and all tie votes on the findings inure to 
the benefit of the accused.” The findings and sentence 
are approved. Second Lieutenant Louis Schonborn, 
Third Infantry, aceurdingly ceased to be an officer of 
the Army September 15. 


Berore a General Court-martial which met at Mc- 
Pherson Barracks, At!anta, Ga., September 14, 1871, and 
of which Major P. T. Swaine, Second Infuntry, is presi- 
dent, was arraigned avd tried First Lieutenant Alvan 8. 
Gualbreath, Second Infantry, on the char-e, Ist, “ absent 
without leave” (one specification) ; 2d, “neglect of duty 
to the prejudice of good order and military discipline” 
(two specifications); 3d, **«onduct unbecoming an offi- 
cer and a gentleman” (one specification); 4th, * Diso- 
bedience of orders” (ono specitieation); Additional 
charge, “ neglect of duty t» the prejudice of good order 
and military discipline” (two specifications), The se- 
cused pleaded guilty to some of the okuiges and specifi- 
cations, and not guilty to others. The court found him 
guilty of the first and second charges and the specifica- 
tions thereto; of the specification 31 charge, “ guilty ;” 
of the 3d charge, “not guilty, but guilty of ‘ conduct 
prejudicial to good order and military discipline ;’” of 
the specification 4th charge, “ guilty, except of the 
words ‘entirely fail to,’ substituting therefor the words 
‘but partially,’ and as thus amended * guilty ;’” of the 
4th charge, “ not guilty, but guilty of ‘neglect of duty, 
to the prejudice of good order and military discipline ;’” 
of the Ist specification additional charge, “ guilty, ex- 
cept of the words ‘ and as a consequence of this neglect 
those men have not joined their company, B, Sec md In- 
fantry,’ and of these words find him ‘ not guilty,’” but 
attach no criminality to the facts as thus amended; of the 
2d specification additional charge,and of the charge “ not 
guilty.” The court therefore sentenced him ‘to be sus- 
pended from rank and pay, except sixty-five dollars per 
month, for the period of eight months, und to ce con- 
fined to the limits of such military post as the com- 
mundiug general of the department may direct for the 
same period.’ The*proceedinys in the foregoing case 
of First Lieutenant Alvan 8S. Galbreath, Second In- 
fantry, excepting the ruling of the court upon the spe- 
cial plea in bar of the accused to the specification of the 
4th charge, are approved by order of Brigadier-General 
Terry. ‘This specification is criticised as manifestly in- 
sufficient, and the actiou of the court in overruling the 
plea in bar is disapproved. The findings of the court 
upon the Ist charge and ifs specification, upon the 2d 
charge and its two specifications, and upon the 3d charge 
and its two specifications, are approved. The findings 
of the court upon the 4th charge and its specification, 
and upon the additional charge and its two specifications 
are disapproved. The sentence is approved, and will be 
carried into effect at the pust at which the company of 
Lieutenant Gulbreath may be serving. 


Tue following is a memorandum of orders, circulars, 
and instructions: relating to the Corps of Engineers, 
issued or received during the month of October, 187L: 

Colonel Mucomb, Lieutenant-Colonel Woodruff, Major 
Comstock, Major Poe, and Captein Farquhar.—Board of 
engineers to assemble at Detroit, Mich., October 19, to 
examine and report upon the best site for a Harbor of 
Refuge on Lake Huron, Mich. S§, O. No. 186, par. 2, H. 
Q. C. of E., October 12. 

Major Babcock.—To relieve Major Elliot from duty as 
chief engineer of the Washington Aqueduct. 8, O. No. 
403, par. 1, A. G. O., October 13, . 

First Lieutenant Lee.—Granted leave of absence for 
thirty days from October 20. S. O. No. 187, par. 2, H. 
Q. C. of E., October 14. 

Battalion of Engineers.—Transfers Private John T. 
Coffin from Company E to Company B. §S. O. No. #14, 
par. 6, A. G. O, October 20. 

Engineer Officers and Agents.—Publishes instructions 
from Treasury Department relative to the manner of 
drawing certuin United States disbursing officers’ 
checks. Circulur, Office C. of E., October <4. 

Lieutenant-Culonel Woodruff, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wright, Lieutenant-Colonel Newton, Lieutenant-Colopel 
Kurtz, and Major Craighill—Board of engineers to 
meet in Philadelphia, Pa., November 8, to exumine into 
the condition of the Harbor of Refuge formed by the 
Delaware Breakwater, and report plan, etc.; First Lien~ 
tenant M. R. Brown detailed as recorder. §, 0. No. 142, 
par. 1, H, Q. C, of E., October 27, 
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THE NAVY. 
The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrwat all {facts 


of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE United States steamer Ossipce, the flagship of 
Commodore McDougal, arrived at Talcahuano, Chili, on 
the 17th of October. 

Tur U.S. steam frigate Guerricre was expected to 
leave the dry dock at Spezzia, Italy, on the 16th of 
October, her repairs having been fully completed. 

Tne Spanish man-of-war Zaragoza sailed from Havana 
October 80, for Port au Prince, Hayti. It is believed 
that sealed instructions were given the Spanish com- 
mander concerning the steamer J/ornet, but their pur- 
port has not been disclosed. 

REAR-ADMIRAL Steedman, of the Charlestown (Mass.) 
Navy-yard, has received a letter from the Mayor of Chi- 
cago, acknowledging the receipt of $3,369,84, the amount 
of one day’s pay contributed by the officers and me- 
chanics of that yard for the Chicago sufferers. 

THE United States steam frigate Wabash, destined to 
take the place of the flagship /ranklin, of the European 

uadron, went into commission October 29, at the 
Charlestown yard. The crew of the Wabash went aboard 
October 30, and, with officers, number about 690 men. 
She hauled into the stream preparatory to sailing. 

Tue U. 8. steamer Franklin, first rate (39), which has 
been attached for some time to the European Squadron 
as flagship, arrived at Boston, October 31. She en- 
countered heavy gales during the entire passage across 
the Atlantic, and was compelled to obtain a supply of 
coal at Halifax, The officers and crew are all well. 
The Richmond, second rate (15), also attached to the 
European fleet, arrived at Philadelphia on the same day. 


THE superintendent of pilots, lights, and harbors, 
Sydney, June 12, 1871, issued a notice that Captain 
Grainger, of the Australian and Californian mail steam- 
er City of Melbourne, reports the existence of an island 
not laid down in the Admiralty charts, situated in lati- 
tude 11.3458., longitude 165.26 W. It is described as 
being 100 feet high, nearly round, and two miles in 
diameter, and it has breakers extending a quarter of a 
mile from its southern extreme. Captain Grainger also 
reports passing over the position without seeing any in- 
dication from the masthead of an island placed on the 
chart in latitude 11.52 8., longitude 165.01 W. 

S. A. Iivr2uT, minister resident of the United 
States at Bogota, has sent the following letter to 
United States Consul Perry, at Aspinwall, in reply 
to an inquiry as to what course he should take with ref- 
erence to a demand made by the captain of the Spanish 
steamer 7ornado for the surrender of the American ves- 
sel Virginius: “Sir, I have received your despatch No. 
19, dated September 1, 1871, in relation to the Tornado 
and the demand of her captain for the surrender of the 
Virginius, and the documents enclosed. I suppose the 
Virginius has been used by the Cuban revolutionists 
and their friends, although I have no report about her. 
This, of course, entitles the Spanish navy to capture her, 
if they can, in Spanish waters and in the act of, contra- 
band. It gives, however, no right to examine, detain 
or in any way molest the ship on the high seas or ina 
neutral port. The demand of the Spanish officers is, 
therefore, absurd — its face, and cannot be entertain- 
ed fora moment. If she is a piratical vessel in the true 
meaning of the term, it is your duty as the representa- 
tive of the United States to detain herand turn her over 
to our naval officers, to be tried in the United States. 
As I feel perfectly certain that the phrase “ piratical”’ is 
merely Spanish exaggeration, and as you report the pa- 

rs of the Virginius in regular form, you are complete- 

y justified in uotifying the Spanish commander that he 
meddles with her at his peril. If he should do so, which 
I very much doubt, you will at once report the facts to 
the Department of State, and also to the commanding of- 
ficer of our West India squadron, that he may take the 
proper action. I await with much interest the conclu- 
sion of the affair.” 
} Nortine has been heard from the Russian fleet es- 
corting the Grand Duke Alexis to this country up to 
the hour of our going to press. The Congress, Kansas, 
and Jroquois have lam at anchor off Gravesend Bay dur- 
ing the past week, while the Tallapoosa, Lieutenant 
MeRitchie, has been stationed off Sandy Hook, and both 





officers and men have been constantly on the alert for | pendenc 


signal which should announce the coming of the Imperi- 
al visitor. It isunderstood that he will on his arrival 
proceed almost immediately to Washington, returning 
shortly to New York, where he will be taken in charge 
by Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, commanding the 
Department of the East, who, with his staff, will con- 
duct him around the fortifications in the harbor. Gen- 
eral Ingalls has had the steamer Henry Smith elegantly 
fitted up for the occasion. The officers of the U. S. 
Navy stationed in the vicinity of New York have deter- 
mined to give a ball in honor of the Imperial sailor in 
the Equipment Room, at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, 
which bar be fitted up with flags, flowers, and ever- 
greens. The ball-room will be 200 feet long and 60 feet 
wide, and will open upon a large banqueting-room, dec- 
orated in keeping with the ball-room. The invitations 
are limited to 1,000, and include the principal officers of 
the Russian fleet. The followiug are the committee of 
Naval officers who have the affair in hand: Pay Director 
J. C. Eldredge, chairman ; Captain George M. Ransom, 
Pay Director G. R. Barry, Naval Constructor B. F. De- 
lano, Commanders S. R. Chandler, D. L. Braine, D. B. 
Harmony, Medical iy ay George Peck, Lieutenant- 
Colonel 3. L. Broome, U. 8. Marine Corps; Captain H. 
A. Bartlett, U. S. Marine Corps ; Lieutenant-Commander 
Edward Hooker. The barry fog Navy Club are pre- 
to tender the Grand the compliment of a 
ies’ reception at their club-bouse, corner of Fifth ave- 
nue and Ninth street. 


THE Overland China Mail, in noticing a _— recently 


published by General Le Gendre, says: “The general’s 
remarks on the island of Formosa form the most gen- 
erally interesting part of his report. An allusion 
is made to his action ing the Rover trag- 
edy. It is ever to be regre that the course was not 
adopted before Admiral Bell attempted to avenge the 
massacre of the Rover’s crew by his attack on the sav- 
ages in which Lieutenant McKenzie fell. ‘I'he consul, 
who fortunately received the aid of Mr. Pickering, 
adopted the only course open to him with such a race as 
that occupying the mountains of Formosa. An attack 
upon these wild beings proved in Admiral! Bell’s case, 
as it would in any other, to be perfectly futile. It would 
be impossible for a strong force to reach a villiage or at- 
tack successfully the scattered members of a single tribe, 
even among the lower mountains which we have seen in 
photograph, where to all, save the savage denizen, there 
is but a single narrow foot path, and that frequently be- 
set with difficulties—tangled vines, shrubs, or fallen trees. 
In passing through these narrow forest defiles the Pepo- 
hoans are always ontheir guard. The twitter of a leaf, 
a broken brarch, or a shrub crushed with a footprint, 
causes them to silently lower their matchlocks, and look 
to their priming, to steal along with catlike caution, 
aware that at any moment a shower of arrows or bullets 
might descend among them from a hundred invisible 
enemies.” ‘The same paper learns from Macao that the 
pirates there have been unusually lively since the de- 
parture of the Anglo-Chinese fleet. ‘An incident took 
place only yesterday afternoon (August 27) which well 
illustrates both the daring of the pirates and the inge- 
nuity of the fishermen in the neighborhood. It appears 
that two piratical boats fell upon a fishing-boat just out- 
side the harbor, and were making short work of its con- 
tents, when a large number of fishing junks in the vicinity 
formed a cordon around the marauders, while a message 
was at once despatched inside the harbor for assistance. 
The Macao Government at once got together a force and 
sent them to the place where the pirates were cooped up 
by the fishermen. But the pirates thus brought to bay 
had one mode of escape, though their two boats could 
not be saved. They had the shore on their lee, and the 
crews found their way to leeward, leaving the boats to 
look after themselves. Four of the natives from the 
freebooters’ junks were caught, however, and the junks 


don by sending a party of soldiers on the shore near the 
assembled fleet of boats, a large number of the pirates 
might have been captured. As it was, the sea-rovers 
have received a check from the novel and somewhat 
amusing expedient of the fishermen. It is said that one 
or two casualties occurred among the fishermen, one of 
which proved fatal.” 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
, ORDERED. 
Octoner 25.—Passed Assistant Surgeon Samuel F. Shaw, to the 
Michigan. J 
Passed Assistant Surgeon H. J. Babin, to the Navy-yard, Bos- 


ton. 
Assistant Surgeon John E. Gillespie, to the Naval Rendezvous, 
ton. 











Chief Engineer Henry 8. Davids, to the Saranac. 

First Assistant Engineer Sidney L. Smith, and Second Assistant 
Engineer Holland N, Stevenson, to duty in the Bureau of Steam 
Engineering. 

Gunner Cornelius Dugan, to the Pensacola. 

Ocroser 26.—Passed Assistant Surgeon W. 8. Bowen, to the 
Navy-yard, New York. 

OctToBeR 27.—Passed Assistant Paymaster F.C. Alley, as naval 
storekeeper at Key West, Fla. 

OcrToBER 3”.—Lieutenant-Commander Charles O’Neil, to the re- 
ceiving ship Ohio at Lostcn. 

Master Theodore T. Wood, to the Jroquois, and on arrival to re« 
port for duty in the Asiatic Fleet. ; 

DETACHED. 


Octoper 25.—Surgeon Chas. H. Burbank, from the Michigan 
and ordered to the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal. 

Surgeon Wm. E. Taylor, from the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal., 
and ordered to the Pensacola. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon James M. Flint, from the Navy-yard, 
Boston, and ordered to the Pensacola, 

Chief Engineer H. B. Nones, from special luty at Philadelphia, 
and ord to the Juniat 

Chief Engineer Thomas J. Jones, from the Juniata, on the re- 
porting of his relief, and placed on waiting orders. 

Chief Engineer E. D. Robie, from the Navy-yard, Boston, and 
= to the Wabash, and also as fleet engineer of the European 

leet. 

Chief Engincer Chas. H. Loring, from the Wabash, and ordered 
as inspector of machinery afloat at the Navy-yard, Boston. 

Chief Engineer George J. Barry, from the Saranac, and ordered 
to the Pensacola. 

First Assistant Engineer Caleb E. Lee, from the Naval Station, 
Mound City, Ill., and ordered to the Pensacola. 

Sailmaker Thomas O. Fassett, from the receiving ship Inde- 

ence unl ordered to the Pensacola. 








Ocroser 26.—Surgeon Delavan Bl » from the receiving 

ship Vermont, and ordered to s al duty at Brooklyn, N. Y. 
assed Assistant Surgeon D. McMurtrie, from the Navy yard, 
New York, and ordered to the receiving ship Vermont. 

Boatswain Andrew Milne, from the Jamestown, and placed on 
waiting orders. 

OcrToBER 27.—Assistant Surgeon Henry C. Eckstein, from the 
Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal., and ordered to the Naval Hospital 
at that 2 

Second Assistant Engineer J.S. Ogden, from the Ashuelot and 
placed on waiting orders. 

OcroBex 30,—Lieutenant-Commander Francis M. Green, from 
the Severn, and placed on sick leave. 

Chaplain John Blake, from the California, and granted three 
months’ leave. 

Passed Assistant Paymaster E. N. Whitehouse, from the Sara- 
toga, and ordered to settle accounts. 

Assistant Surgeon Charles K. Yancey, Acting Boatswain Charles 
E. Hawkins, Acting Carpenter [Isaac Cooper, and Acting Sailmaker 
| a 8. Haskins, from the Saratoga, and placed on waiting or- 

ers. 
Second Assistant Engineer George H. Kearney, from the Benicia, 
and placed on waiting orders. 
Boatswain Joseph McDonald, from duty at the Ordinary, Bos- 
ton, and placed on waiting orders. 
Acting Gunner Cesil C. Neil, from the Saratoga, and ordered to 
the Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va. 
RESIGNED. 


OctoBEr 25.—Medical Director Wm. M. Wood, as chief of the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 


APPOINTED. 


Ocroper 25.—Medical Director Jonathan M. Foltz, chief of 
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 


ORDERS REVOKED. 





OctosEx 27.—The orders of Passed Assistant Paymaster 
W. Blamm, to Key West, Fls., os naval storekeeper. ae 


were secured. Had the government completed the cor- | j225 


CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 

Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Co: 

since last memoranda, viz. : aod 
OcToBER 27. - 

First Lieutenant Charles L. Sherman, U. 8. Marine Corps.—Ordered 

to rt at expiration of leave of absence at Brooklyn, N. Y., in- 

of at Boston, Mass., as directed by orders dated 4th inst. 

OcroBek 36. 

_ Second Lieutenant W. Kilty McSherry, U. S. Marine Corp:.—Re- 

bgt conformity with provisions of section 17 of act of August 

yp AOE. 








OUR NAVY FROM 1816 TO 1871. 


THE following table shows the total number of ships, 
guns, tonnage, and officers and seamen of the U. S. 
Navy, with the total expenditures for the same, and the 
total tonnage of the merchant marine of the United 
States, 1816 to 1871 inclusive. For this table, as well as 
for the table of the personnel of the United States Navy 
from 1816 to 1871, published last week, we are indebted 
to Captain George H. Preble, U. 8. N., an officer who is 
rendering and has rendered great service to the Navy by 
his preservation of such statistics. P 
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1818....| 115 (1/383) 39,682, 948 | | 21953.695 | 1,295,184 
1819....| 90 (1,243, 36,512} 926 8,847,640 | 1,260,752 
1820... .| 88 |1,384) 38,057, 895 | 4,387,990 | 1,280,166 
1821. 36 |1,017| 33,851} 876 | | 3,319,243 | 1,290,959 
1822. 38 |1,047| 34,413) 843 | | 9'994°459 | 1,324,670 
1823...) 45 |1,085) 36.030 812 | | 2,503,766 | 1,336,566 
~ |1,12.| 36,338) 843 | 21904,581 | 1,389,163 
1825....| 44 |11107) 36,174) 856 | | 3,049,087 | 1,423,111 
1826....| 46 |1,104/ 39,577| 859 | | 4,218,902 | 1,534,190 
1827.04.) 49 |1,163) 42,708} 87 | | 4,263,878 | 1,620,608 
1828.40.) $5 1,243) 44,149) 898 |... | 3,918,786 | 1,741,392 
29... 15) 40 SED -edasen | 3,988,643 | 1,260,7¢8 
1830....| 51 (1,287 40,865| 1,051 | 2.2.2 | 3,239,429 | 1,191,776 











1832....| 52 |1,202) 42,147) 987 | ...... 4,947,718 | 1,439,450 
53 |1,872| 60,002} 1,022 | 2.2... | 4,274,184 | 
1834....| 53 |1!879| 67,904) 1,012} ...... | 4,613,657 | 1,758,907 
1835.. 53 |1.872) 66,479| 1,035 3,627 | 4,209,836 | 1,824,940 
1836... .| 51 |}.909 66,281} 1,044 3,804 | 6,252,145 | 1,882,685 
1837....; 55 |1,982| 69,043! 1,048 | 5,201 | 6,646,915 | 1,886,684 
1838....| 55 |1,982) 69,233] 1,104 | 5,050 6,131,581 | 1,985,649 
1839....| 56 |2,022) 71,396) 1,157 6,932 | 6,182,294 | 2,096,479 
1840....| 62 |2,106| 74.776 1,171 | 7/072 6,113,896 | 2,180,764 
1841....| 67 |2:106| 72.418 1,292 | 7419 | 6,001,077 | 2.130.744 
1842... 69 |2,044) 73,895) 1,482 | i784 8,397,243 | 2,092,391 
1843....| 71 |2,022| 77,0831| 1,493 | 10,321 8,727,712*| 2,158,603 
1844....| 74 2,464| 78,221| 1,448 | 10,000 | 6,498,199 | 2,280,095 
1845....) 76 |2,400) 79,692) 1,434 7,500 | 6,297,178 | 2,417,002 
1846....| 76 |2,345| 80,992| 1,398 7,500 | 6,455,014 | 2,562,084 
1847....| 81 | 2,398) 86,456) 1,391 7,500 | 7,900,636 | 2,839,046 
1848..../ 92 |2,401/ 95,755) 1,425 7,500 | 9,408,477 | 3,154,042 
1819...., 78 |2,380/ 92,391) 1,465 | 7,500 9,786,706 | 3,334,016 
1850..../ 77 |2.370! 91,591| 1,423 7,500 | 7,904,725 | 3,535,454 
1851....| 74 |2,336] 90,786| 1,416 7,500 | 8,880,582 | 3,772,439 
1852....| 75 |2,346) 90,992) 1,432 7,500 | 8,918,842 | 4,138,440 
1853....! 75 |2,320) 91,814) 1,417 7,500 | 11,067,790 | 4,407,010 
1854....| 73 (2,115; 91,787| 1,423 7,500 | 10,790,096 | 4,802,902 
1855....| 78 [2,855 112,715, 1,433 7,500 | 13,327,095 | 5,212,001 
1856....| 76 |2,359/111,803) 1,196 7,500 | 14,074,885 | 4,872,652 
1857....| 73 |2,332/109,224) 1,206 8,500 | 12,651,695 | 4'940,842 
1858....| 78 |2,231/113,765| 1,287 8,500 | 14,053,265 | 5,049,808 
1859..../ 86 |2,273)/132,489) 1,351 8,509 | 14,690,927 | 6,145,038 
1860..../ 91 |2,329/133,832) 1,436 8,500 | 11,514,650 | 5,353,868) 
1861..../ 90 |2,309 138,842) 1,497 | 10,000 | 12,387,157 | 5,539,813 
1862....} 383 |2,876/284,377| 3,493 | 28,008 | 42,674,569 | 5,112,165; 
1863....| 449 |2,926|333,841/ 4.613 | ..... 63,211,105 | 5,155,055) 
1864....| 617 |4,088/463,107/ 6,170 | 51,500 | 85,733,293 | 41986,401 
1865....} 681 |4,662/470,262' 7,296 | ..... /116,781,676 | 5,096,783, 
1866....| 320 |2,688/336,874| 2,847 | 13,600 | 43,324 526 | 4,310,778! 
1867..../ 273 |2,235'313,056' 2,770 | 11,900 | 81,034,011 | 4.304,486) 
1868....} 229 |1,704/281,629| 2,420 | 8,500 | 20,120,395 | 4,351,758 
1869....| 203 |1,701/255,217, 1,921 | 8,500 | 18,985,165 | 4,144,639 
1870....| 196 |1,443'183,217| 1,853 | 8,500 | 15,870,531 | 4,246,507 
1871....| 177 {1,446/181.738/ 2,02¢t; 8,500 | ....... Y sesande 











* Change of the fiscal year. 

t From this number should be deducted 130 mates not permanent 
officers of the Navy 

By an act of Congress approved April 21, 1806, the 
whole number of able seamen, ordinary seamen, and 
boys for the U. 8. Navy was not to exceed 925. March 
3, 1807, the President was authorized to employ 500 ad- 
ditionals, increasing the authorized number to 1,425. 
January 31, 1809, the President was authorized to em- 
ploy 3,600 able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys in 
addition to the number of petty officers, seamen, etc., 
previously authorized, which increased the number of 
enlisted men allowed to 5,125. 

March 30, 1812, the President was further authorized 
to increase the seamen, etc., as far as necessary to equip 
the frigates Chesapeake, Consteliation, and Adams, any 
law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

March 3, 1813, he was authorized to have built six 
sloops-of-war, and to have them manned and equipped, 
and to employ the number of seamen which were neces- 
sary for such vessels as were authorized by law to be put 
in commission, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 
By act of March 3, 1845, it was provided “that the 
whole number of petty officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, 
landsmen, and boys in the naval service shall not exceed 
7,500 at any one time during the fiscal year,” for which 
appropriation was then made. 

By act of March 3, 1857, the Secretary of the Navy 
was authorized to enlist 8,500 men for the Navy instead 
of 7,500. During the late civil war the limitation of 
enlisted men was suspended ; and in his annual report, 
Deceinber, 1862, the Secretary states the number of per- 
sons employed on board our naval vessels, including re- 
ceiving ships and recruits, as about 28,000; and in his 
report of December, 1865, he says the number was in- 
creased to 51,500 at the close of the war, which in 1867 
had been reduced to 11,900. 

By act of June 17, 1868, the number of persons en- 
listed into the Navy, including apprentices and boys, 
was limited to 8,500—a limitation actually below the 
maximum which existed prior to the war, and compelled 
the Department to reduce the number of naval ap- 
prentices, and finally to do away with that system 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


A NAVAL ORDNANCE CORPS. 


7 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: I have noticed in your Army controversy about the 
Ordnance Corps that one of your correspondents remarks 
on the effect of there being no Ordnance Corps in the 
Navy, and seems to think, with “Oid Rip,” that “it’s 
better midout it.” There I beg leave to differ with him. 
Although the Navy has never had an Ordnance Corps, 
how much better would it not be if officers who pre- 
ferred it should have a chance to make the study of 
ordnance a specialty? By the present system, any line 
officer is liable to be ordered to “ordnance” or torpedo 
duty. He reports for duty in obedience to his orders, 
and no sooner begins to take an interest in the subject, 
and perhaps to have some original ideas enter his brain, 
than he is ordered to sea, and other duties claim his at- 
tention, while all the chance he has to devote himself 
to ordnance is in the daily routine of drilling his divis- 
ion. Now, how much better to let those whose tastes 
and inclinations urge them that way, have a chance to 
devote some time to a favorite subject. Why not estab- 
lish a Naval Ordnance Corps, with the present accom- 
plished chief of the Ordnance Bureau at its head, and 
such men as Simpson, Jeffers, and Matthews to form a 
nucleus ? The corps to be at present filled by such line 
officers as apply, and are, in the opinion of a board, qual- 
ified, and recruited every year by the highest graduates 
at Annapolis. The good effects of an officer being al- 
lowed to make naval ordnance a specialty is well shown 
by the results of the study of the late Admiral Dahlgren, 
a name always to be remembered in connection with 
naval ordnance. NAUTILUS. 








OLD MANUALS OF ARMS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: The author of “ Tristram Shandy” (A. D. 1760) 
in his account of Corporal Trim doing his manual exer- 
cise, has embalmed a few old words of command, such as, 
“ Join your right hand to your fire-lock ;” “ Poise your 
fire-lock ;” and “‘ Rest your fire-lock.” But if one feels 
any curiosity about such antiquities, he will find the 
means of gratifying it very rare indeed. Your corres- 
pondent had the good fortune to discover a full descrip- 
tion of the manual of the musket (both match-lock and 
fire-lock) together with many more treatises on military 
affairs, in a work entitled “The Compleat Body of the 
Art Military,” by Richard Elton, Colonel, London, 
1668. 

Supposing that many readers of your valuable Journal 
would like to see the mode of handling the small-arms 
of two hundred years ago, he begs leave to offer the fol- 
lowing as specimens: 

POSTURES OF THE MUSKET. 


The musket, the rest, and the bandiliers lying on the 
ground, the first word of command will be, 1, Stand to 
your arms; 2, Take up your bandiliers; 3, Put on your 
bandiliers; 4, Take up your rest; 5, Put the string of 
your rest about your left wrist; 6, Take up your match ; 
7, Place your match ; 8, Take up your musket; 9, Rest 
your musket; 10, Poyse your musket; 11, Shoulder 
your musket ; 12, Unshoulder your musket and poyse; 
13, Joyn your rest to the outside of your musket; 14, 
Open your pan;* 15, Cleer your pan; 16, Prime your 
pan; 17, Shut your pan; 18, Cast off your loose corns; * 
19, Blow off your loose corns, and bring about your mus- 
ket to your left side ; 20, Trail your rest; 21, Balance 
your musket in your left hand; 22, Find out your 
charge ; 23, Open your charge; 24, Charge with powder; 
25, Draw forth your scouring-stick ; 26, Turn and short- 
en him to an inch; 27, Charge with bullet; 28, Put 
your scouring-stick into your musket; 29, Ram home 
your charge; 30, Withdraw your scouring-stick; 31, 
Turn, and shorten him to an handful; 32, Return your 
scouring-stick ; 33, Bring forward your musket and rest; 
34, Poyse your musket, and recover your rest; 35, Joyn 
your rest to the outside. of your musket; 36, Draw forth 
your match ; 37, Blow your coal; 38, Cock your match; 
89, Fit your match; 40, Guard your pan; 41, Blow the 
ashes from your coal; 42, Open your pan; 43, Present 
upon your rest; 44, Give fire, brest-high; 45, Dismount 
your musket, joyning the rest to the outside of your 
musket ; 46, Uncock, and return your match; 47, Cleer 
your pan; 48, Shut your pan; 49, Poyse your musket; 
00, Rest your musket; 51, Take your musket off the 
rest, and set the butt end on the ground; 52, Lay down 
your musket; 53, Lay down your match; 54, Take your 
rest into your right hand, cleering the string from your 
left wrist; 55, Lay down your rest; 56, Take off your 
bandiliers; 57, Lay down your bandiliers. 

The above manual, with a few modifications, is given 
for the match-lock without the rest. The musketeer car- 
tied two kinds of powder; one coarse, for loading, the 
other fine, for priming. That for loading was enclosed 
in wooden flasks, or bottles, and suspended to the bandi- 
liers, which passed over the shoulder. Each flask con- 
tained one charge. The priming powder was contained 
in a separate flask, suspended in the same manner, and 
the bullets were contained in a leather bag hung over 
the shoulder by a separate cord. 

The following manual was designed for two kinds of 
gun-locks, viz., the fire-lock, or flint and wheel lock ; and 
the snap-hans lock, which latter is identical in princi- 
ple with the latest form of the flint lock, except that 
there was no half-cock. The lock was “guarded ” at full 
cock by a pin which, until it was “ thrust back,” prevent- 
ed the descent of the flint upon the steel hammer covering 
the pan. It was mvented in 1640, and the name “ snap- 
hans”§ is derived from the nick-name which had been givea 

to a troop of cavalry (which was the first body armed with 
pistols furnished with the new lock) viz., schnapp-hihne ; 
& Flemish word meaning gra)-hens, marauders, poultry- 
thieves. This lock is said by some to have been invent- 

* The pan had a sliding cover. 

t Grains of priming powder. 

§ Probably the expression fo snap a pistol is derived from the name 

he lock, viz; to point the Weapon and play the lock only, 


ed in Spain, by others in Flanders. The fire-lock which 
preceded the snup-hans was provided with a steel 
wheel (placed fore and aft) about an inch and a half in 
diameter and a quarter of an inch thick, grooved and 
toothed on its circumference. The edge of this wheel 
closely fitted, constituted the bottom of the pan, which 
had a sliding cover. The wheel was attached by a chain 
to a mainspring (like the present one) and by means of a 
squared arbor projecting through the lock-plate, and a 
key or spanner, could be turned (resisting the spring) 
about half a revolution and then caught. The cock, 
which had no spring, held a flint in its jaws, and was 
simply pulled (or turned) down towards the front, until 
the flint was immersed in the priming and in contact 
with the wheel. The trigger released the spring, the 
wheel made a rapid turn in contact with the flint, and 
the sparks ignited the priming. 
OF EXERCISING THE CUIRASSIER. 


1, Uncap your pistol—Turn down the caps of your 
holsters with your righthand. 2, Draw your pistol.— 
Draw your pistol out of the case with your right hand 
(always the left pistol first), mounting the muzzle of it. 
3, Order your pistol.—Sink your pistol into your bridle- 
hand, and remove your right hand towards the muzzle, 
and rest the butt end upon your right thigh. 4, Span 
your pistol—Sink your pistol into your bridle-hand, and 
take your spanner in your right hand, and put it upon 
the axle-tree, winding it about until it stick, and return 
your spanner to its place. 5, Prime your pistol_—Hold- 
ing your pistol in your bridle-hand (as when you spanned 
it), take your priming-box in your right hand, pressing 
the spring with your forefinger to open the box; put 
powder in your pan. 6, Shut your pan.—Press the pan- 
pin with your thumb, and shut it. 7, Cast about your 
pistol.— With your bridle-hand cast about yuur pistol 
and hold it on your left side, with the muzzle upwards. 
8, Gauge your flasque.—Take your flasque into your right 
hand and with your forefinger pull back the spring; 
then turn the mouth of your flasque downward and let go 
the spring. 9, Laude your pistol—Press down the spring 
which openeth the flasque with your forefinger, and 
bringing the mouth thereof to the muzzle of the pistol, 
turn the powder into the barrel. 10, Draw your ram- 
mer.—Draw your rammer with your right hand, turn 
and hold it with the head downwards. 11, Lade with 
bullet, and ram home.—Hold the rammer head in your 
right hand and take the bullet out of your mouth with 
the thumb and forefinger and put it into the muzzle of 
your pistol, and your rammer after it and so ram home. 
12, Return your rammer.—Draw forth your rammer with 
your right hand, and return it to its place. 13, Pull down 
your cock.--Bring your pistol towards your right side with 
your bridlehand,and resting the butt end upon your thigh, 
with your right hand pull down thecock. 14, Recover your 
pistol—Take your pistol into your right hand, and 
mount the muzzle. 15, Present, and give fire-—Your 
pistol being in your right hand, with your forefinger 
upon the tricker, incline the muzzle thereof towards your 
mark (with a fixed eye and by degrees), on the right 
side of your horse’s head, turning your right hand so 
that the pistol’s lock may be upwards. Having obtained 
your mark, draw the tricker and give fire. 16, Return 
your pistol.—Recover your pistol, and with your right 
hand put it into your case. 

Concerning the snap-hans pistol, those postures where- 
in it differeth from the fire-lock pistol are these: Bend 
your cock.—Hold your pistol in your bridle-hand, and 
with your right hand bend your cock. Guard your 
cock.—Pull down the back-lock with your right hand; 
it will secure the cock from going off. Order your ham- 
mer.—Draw down the hammer with your right hand. 
Free your cock.—Thrust back thé back-lock with your 
right thumb, thereby to give the cock liberty. 

So cumbersome were the manceuvres of infantry before 
the general introduction of snap-hans locks and car- 
tridges, that at the battle of Nordlingen, in 1645, the ar- 
tillery had fired three times, and loaded four times, be- 
fore the musketeers had fired a single shot. Loading by 
the twelve commands was introduced in Bavaria, in 
1645. It isa curious fact that the English used stone 
balls for cannon as late as 1640, and the Scotch, serving 
against Charles I., used cannon made of leather, which 
one day’s moderate use destroyed. 8. 








RIFLED FIELD ARTILLERY. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: ‘‘ Justitia,’ ignoring our replies to all parts of 
his letter, but that relating to rifled field guns, thereby 
inducing us to believe that on other points, our views 
were satisfactory—still considers the artillery responsi- 
ble for the omissions of the Ordnance Department in not 
furnishing a larger field rifle. We must rule “ Justitia” 
out, if he continues to fly the track so widely ; for noth- 
ing we ever thought, let alone wrote, could be construed 
into the idea he endeavors to advance, that the artillery 
would exclude rifled field guns from the service. We 
never even heard of an artillery officer, who has hadany 
field experience in the late war, express such opinions. 

We fear “Justitia” has not yet fully recovered from 
the stunner he received several years ago, from the “ dis- 
tinguished artillery officer” whose opinions he says were 
so heavy. We must beg to be in no way identified with 
so heavy calibre, for we protest that there are not a few 
officers of artillery for whose opinions we would not like 
to be held responsible. We have “ distinguished offi- 
cers” of various kinds. Some are distinguished for their 
age and rank, and the ability they display in constantly 
keeping, by one device or anuther, their names before 
the public, and by, Bunsby like, teing always on hand 
with “an opinion.” We have also those distinguished 
in the Mexican war, who are constantly telling how we 
did it in Mexico, and who have never seen anything 
done quite as well anywhere else. Some of this class 
still insist that the 6-pounder gun is tue best field-piece 
in the world, because men can, if they want to, carry it 
right up a mountain as we did in Mexico. We fear “ Jus- 





artillery officer of Banks's southern Army, who in the 


titia ” has received his artillery impressions from one of | i 


trenches before Port Hudson sent back to the Chief of Ord- 
nance that he was doing first rate, but could do better if 
they would only send him a few of those ricochet shot. 

The trouble that “ Justitia” labors under is apparent, 
and a strong argument against the separate o ization 
of the artillery and the ordnance. He lacks experience 
in the field, upon which to base his ideas, and comes at 
us with the opinion of a Belgian artillery captain, who, 
we find a few lines further on, “forms his deductions 
from carefully prepared experiments!” "What are these 
worth, in the face of the actual experience gathered from 
four years of one of the largest wars of the “gy © We 
have no doubt but that “ Captain Nicaise of the Belgian 
artillery,” is an pote! A. officer, and we will gladly 
read his book, wondering that such authority should be 
quoted by the ordnance in behalf of its ideas; but we 
can allow no single man’s opinion, no matter how able 
he may be, to outweigh the experience of scores of equal- 
ly intelligent officers in our own war. Between one- 
third and one-half of our field guns were 3-inch rifles, 
and the rest light 12-pounders, calibre 4.62-inches. The 
former gun weighed about 825 pounds, and the latter 
about 1,225. 

Books and experiments to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, experience shows that very little field fighting is ef- 
fectively done at any distance exceeding a mile, and 
with the improved ammunition the 12-pounder shell, 
case, and shot could be thrown with sufficient acc 
nearly that distance. The gun did not weigh too muc 
to follow either infantry or cavalry, was loaded with 
much greater rapidity and ease than the rifle, and was 
not liable to as many accidents of the service; and when 
the close work that always carries the day arrived, the 
12-pounder was always more powerful than ita far reach- 
ing and diminutive neighbor. The artillery preferred to 
keep by it this well tried gun, knowing what it would 
do, rather than to discard it for an unknown ordnance 
idea, “founded on experiment.” It appreciated the value 
of rifled field guns, and had a vote been taken among the 
artillery commanders in the field, the voice would have 
been, We don’t want togive up the light 12-pounder, but 
will gladly receive the large rifle in place of all or a por- 
tion of our present small ones. 

“Justitia” did us great injustice when he said we at- 
tempted “ to cast discredit upon the Ordnance 
ment for not abolishing rifles to make place for the 12- 
pounder smooth bore.” 

“ Fair Play ” claims that the opinions over his signa- 
ture were and are held by a large majority of ‘‘ American 
artillery officers,” and trusts he has sufficient modesty to 
prevent an intrusion of peculiar or individual opinions. 
Farr PLay. 








PRUSSIAN vs. ENGLISH GUNS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
Sir: To correct a misapprehension which appears to 
be somewhat gereral, we wish to state that the gun fired 
at Woolwich, July 12, in comparative trial with the new 
English muzzje-loaders was a Prussian gun, but nota 
Krupp field-piece. 
The result was of course a foregone conclusion, as the 
trial was made in the interest of the English guns, and 
the artillerists had to prove the new en better than 
any other, by any means. Under all the disadvantages 
of the trial the Prussian gun proved a formidabie com- 
petitor, as the published results show—in fact, when the 
conditions were equal, it excelled both of the English 

uns. 
¥ The Allgemeine Militair Zeitung of August 2, gives 
the result of firing with common shells and percussion 
fuses, five rounds each gun, as follows: 
The English 9-pounder made 71 hits. 

“ “ 16 “ y “. 100 “ 

“ Prussian 4 “ < 7. 
To change this result, in all the subsequent trials 
Shrapnel shells were used in the English guns and com- 
mon shells in the Prussian. ory my. the dif- 
ference in the projectiles used, the Prussian gun did 
good service, making in the second series of trials 88 
hits against 93 by the English 9-pounder. 

If a Krupp gun had been used in these trials, served 
with the same kind of projectiles and handled skillfully, 
the result would have proved beyond doubt its great su- 
periority over the English muzzle-loaders, as well as 
the Prussian gun used. In the Woolwich trials for 
quick firing the ‘ : 

English 9-pounder fired 11 rounds in 3 min. 
Prussian4d “ oe ee “2 « 45 sec. 
On August 21, at Essen, the Emperor of Brazil wit- 
nessed some quick firing with a Krupp gun, and, watch 
in hand, the Emperor counted 5 rounds with regular 
fall charges in half a minute, and 9 rounds in one 
minute. This feat would be impossible for muzzle- 
loaders. 

The English artillerists proved, to their own satisfac- 
tion, long ago, that the Armstrong breech-loader was the 
best gun in the world. That having failed, the effort 
now is to prove that the re-introduced muzzle-loader will 
be the best gun in the world. 

The Krupp gun requires no certificate—its merits are 
well understood by artillerists, and its superiority has 
been proved in actual service. It is no mere experiment 
as nearly all the countries of Continental Europe are 
armed withit. Austria has recently decided in its fa- 
yor, and has completely adopted it for marine ) y- yag 
Yours respectfully, Tuos. Prosser & SON. 
New York, October 25, 1871. 








“ GENERAL ” O'Neill has been taken before the United 
States Circuit Court, Justice Nelson, sitting in St. Paul, 
Minn., on a writ of habeas corpus. After long argue 
ments by counsel on both sides, the court d t 
the prisoner must be held, and he was remanded to the 
county jail. 








Tue soldiers of the war of 1812 recently celebrated, 
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ARD.—ARMY OFFICERS, OR OTHERS, DE. 
SIRING to aid soldiers’ families burnt out in the late calami- 
ty at Chicago, or who may want any visited or relieved, wi:l please 
address Rev. E. B. TUTTLE, Post Chaplain U. S. A., care of Gen- 
eral Sheridan, Headquarters, No. 588 Wabash avenue. Havinv, 
during a portion of the time, been engaged in relieving such by the 
“ Union Def-nee Committee,” as well by the “‘ Grand Army of the 
Republic,” after the war, my acquaintance among those residing 
there is very extensive, and to all such I will give personal aticn- 
tion. : ee ame" ; 
a! TRICTURE, FISTULA, and PILES radically cured 
without the knife, caustic, or detention from business; Impo- 
tence, Diseases of the Generative Organs, Diseases and Deformities 
of the Kye, Nose, Face, and Person. HENRY A. DANIELS, 
tt. Fe 
J Lb. KIDDOO 
° 


(Brigadiei-ieneral U. 8. Army, tetired), 





ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR ATLAW, 
No. 192 Broapway (Room 15), New York. 


Especial attention given to the legal busiaess of officers of the 
the Army and Navy 7 


} OCK WOOD, Photographer, 
No. 845 BL yA DW AY. NEW YORK. 

MPKCIALTY: Cones of Old Picures.—Ave you aware that a Carte 
de Visite Photozraph ov Ferrotype can be successfully copied toa 
Life-Sizel Portrait! Many p rsons porsess, inold fading Dou- 
gucerres! yper, ete., Valued Liki nesses of deceased or absent triends. 
‘These pictures cau be sivecssfully copied to tif’-s ze. aud mude per- 
manent by Photography, Ose of our customers writes: ** I receiv- 
ed the picture, copied from carte de visite, of my little girl yes 
terday. Evea my neighbors’ chillren seoognizei it. . . . For 
myself, the portrnit isas f-ithful to life as is possible tor it to ve 
without breatheng! t think it iaposable to hive it pa ated better.” 

W. fsauc Chipning. Letters of enquiry will be cou:teously aa- 
swered. GEU. G. ROU WOUD, 545 bioapway. 


8. MILITARY POST LIBRARY ASSOCLATION,. 

@ Hewtqaarters, 53 Broa 'way, N.Y. city. Organized for the 
purpose of assisting in the esiadlishment of Libraries amis the 
posts and stutionsof the UL s. Army. Piewse send fer repovi and 
elreulay for information, Address JOUIN LB. ke TCILUM, Cores 
spon lives Scrmcury, fe... mew, 


tl ly. SQUIRE, 
e No. ¥7 FULTON STRELT, Naw Yore, 





Is the best place to buy retoble Warehes, tine Dinaonds, and 
choice Jewelry, ved Sterling Silver Warn. 
PLAMONDS A SPROCTAT TY 

” sas & ah Se verve n shee 
$20 BILLIARD 1 ALLE — I'l fais = SIALD 

~w balls and cues. Quiek Rubb yr Cushions. Very portabie, 
Diagram maided fe. ABHOR & NICWOi3,95 Liverty steer, 
New York. : 

OFFICK ACTING ComMMissiny t UBSISTENCE, ~ a 
Po +t Coie anes, N.Y. LL, October 28, 1871 ¢ 

EALED PROPOSALS, IN DUPLICATE, WILL 

be received at this uitice util l2 wy Noven:ber 29, 187i, for fur 
nishing the FRESH BELL rognired by the Suostistence Department 
U.S. Army, at this station, diving the Six mounts commencing 
January 1, 1872. infomation «xs to couditions, quality of Beet, 
payments, ete., can be obtained by appliea ion to 





1G. AUTILEREORD, 
Second Lieutenint, iweloh US. Intantry, A. CoS. 
OFrFiICe ACTING CoMMIssany SuysisTENcE, ’ 
Fort Hawivron, N. Y. LL, Oetuver 28, 1871. 5 
ete LED PROPOSALS IN DUPLICATE, WILL 
be received at this oftice until Ll a.a., December 1, 1871, tor 1ur- 
wishing the FRESH BEER required by the Subsistence Depert- 
ment, U. S. Army, at this station, dur.ug the Six months counaenc- 
ing Junuary 1, 1872. Invormation as to conditions, quality of Beer, 
payments, etc., can be obtained by application to 
; : kh. M. HALL, 
Quartermaster First Artillery, and Brevet Colonel U. 8S. Army. 
Acting Commissary Subsistence, ; 
——- < ademtaielaedinabethe 





Tue Ottawa correspondent of the Toronto Globe tele- 
graphs that the policy of the Dominion Government is 
not to demand the restitution of the schooner Horton, as 
she has not been condemned by the courts. The point 
of the argument seoms to be that as the vessel has been 
taken possession of by the original owners and carried 
out of the jurisdiction of the courts of the Dominion, 
there is no case. As was expected, General Butler turns 
up as counsel in the case of the schooner Jivrton. He 
writes to Washington asking that the consideration of 
the case be postponed until he can present some evidence 
which he is now preparing. 








A PRESS despatch from Washington announces that 
since the discovery of the Hodge defalcation there hss 
been a great increase of activity in the Second Auditor s 
oftice, where the accounts of paymasters are settled. 
The work in the office, with the small clerical force em- 
ployed, was four or five years behind; but the Second 
Auditor has drawn upon the other divisions of his bureay, 
so that where twenty-seven clerks were formerly em- 
ployed there are now seventy-three. It is the determin- 
ation of the Treasury Department to bring the settle- 
ment of accounts of disbursing officers up to date as 
rapidly as possible. — 





Tue President has issued his proclamation, recom- 
mending that “on Thursday, the 30th day of Novembe> 
next, the people mect in their respective places of wor- 
ship, and there make the usual annual acknowledg- 
ments to Almighty God for the blessings He has con- 
ferred upon them, for their merciful exemption from 
evils, and invoke His protection and kindness for their 
less fortunate brethren whom, in His wisdom, He has 
deemed it best to chastise.” : 





THE investigations of the War Department have 
brought to light some fraudulent transaction in the 
matter of bounty claims paid to a company of Tennessee 
scouts, and ex-Congressman Stokes of Tennessee and 
George V. Powell, clerk in the Second Auditor's office, 
noe ban coveted ond held to bail to answer a charge 

ught i them in 
jobs ce aguinst consequence of the 
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The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
sions of opinion in communications addressed to the JOURNAL. 
The postage on the JOURNAL is twenty-five cents a year, payable 








| quarterly in advance, at the office where received. 


Subscribers who purpose binding their volumes al the end of the year 
should be careful lo preserve their files of the paper, as we no longer 
stereotype it, and are not able, therefore, to supply all of the back numbers 
of this volume. ° 

The subscription price of Taz Anmy AND Navy Journal is Six 
Douuans a year, or THREE Doxiars for six months, invariably in 

d Remitt may be made in a Post Office money order, 
United States funds, or Quartermasters’, Paymasters’, or other drafts, 
which should be made payable to the order of the Proprietors, W.C. & 
F.P. Cuunon. Where none of these can be procured, send the money, 
but always in a registered letter. The registration fee has been reduced 
+0 fifteen cents, and the present registration system has been found by 
the postal authorities to be virtually an absolute protection against losses 
by mail, All posimasters are obliged to register letters whenever re- 
quested to do so. 











GENERAL ROBERT ANDERSON. 


NOTHER of the soldiers of the War for the 
Union has passed from the stage of life. Row- 
ERT ANDERSON died at Nice, France, on the 
26th of October. He was born in Kentucky and ap- 
pointed a cadet to the Military Academy from that 
State in 1821, Having been graduated in 1525, he 
entered the Army as a second lieutenant of the 
Third Artillery, and soon after had the good fortune 
to be placed in diplomatic service as private secre- 
tary for nearly a year to one of our ministers in a 
South American State. His first field service was 
in the Black Hawk war, with high staff rank in the 
Volunteers. 

Subsequently for several years (1835-"7) he was on 
duty at West Point as assistant instructor and in- 
stractor of artillery. Later, serving against the In- 
dians in Florida, he was brevetted a captain for 
gallantry. Much of the time on staff service, he also 
translated and prepared a system of “ Instruction 
for Field Artillery,” which was adopted for our 
Army. Regularly promoted to a captaincy of artil- 
lery in October, 1841, he rendered valuable service as 
an artillery ofticer at the siege of Vera Cruz,and in the 
cainpaign that followed, until severely wounded 
and disabled in the assault upon Molino del Rey, 
for which action he was brevetted a major. 

Reeoguized as an accomplished artillery officer, 
he was aow employed as a member of a board for 
arranging a complete system of instruction for 
siege, garrison, sea-coast, and mountain artillery, 
which was adopted in 1851. He was also of the 
board that arranged in 1859-’60 the programme of 
instruction at the Fortress Monroe Artillery School 
of Practice, and was lkewise a member of the 
commission created under an act of Congress of 
1860 to examine into the organization, system of 
discipline, and course of instruction at the U. 5. 
Mititary Academy. Meanwhile he had been in 1857 
promoted to the full majority of the First regiment 
of Artillery. 

Always a favorite and trusted officer with General 
Scorr, when affairs in the South, especially in 
South Carolina, presaged civil war, Major ANDER- 
SUN was selected for the command of the defence of 
Charleston Harbor in December, 1860, although he 
had been born in a Southern State and had mar- 
ried into an influential Southern family. 

All are familiar with his conduct in that delicate 
and memorable position, but it may not be generally 
known that there are historical grounds for beliey- 
ing that possibly the war might have been averted 
but for his evacuation of Fort Moultrie and occupa- 
tion of Fort Sumter. We have every reason now, 
however, to congratulate ourselves that his action 
precipitated a contest which could not have been 
avoided without sacrificing the great future the war 
has opened to us. The world honors men, not so 
much for those intrinsic qualities which are the ad- 
miration of a select circle, as because of their re- 
lations to the events which are identified with the 
progress of natious and races, and thus the circum- 
stances which brought our major of artillery so 
prominently into view will secure for him a perma- 
nent place among the notabilities of our American 





history. 
The bombardment of Fort Sumter made ANDER- 
SON a brigadier-general in the Army, with which 





rank he was soon after that event assigned to the 
command of the Department of Kentucky, a posi- 
tion showing the peculiarly Army trust reposed by 
his superiors in his political and military qualities, 
for Kentucky was, as we have said, his native 
State; it was also a border slave State, and known 
to be profoundly inoculated with disloyalty to the 
Union. Some months later, transferred to the com- 
mand of the Department of the Cumberland, he was 
relieved in October, 1861, and thus terminated his 
active service in the Army. It must be said that 
these delicate and important commands were not 
so discharged as to add to the military reputation 
of General ANDERSON. They were evidently be- 
yond his powers. His professional field had been 
zealously, closely, and usefully cultured, but it was 
@ narrow, special one. An accomplished artillery 
officer, and a man of general culture, he was fitted 
by the bent and scope of his intellect for a peculiar- 
ly valuable subordinate military career, but not at 
all for high command. 

He was, however, a faithful and loyal servant of 
the nation, which has delighted to honor him. “ AN- 
DERSON of Sumter,” has become a household word 
at almost every hearthstone in the land, and bis ca- 
reer bears in it a lesson of the utility as well as the 
duty of loyalty. 





Ear.y last month, a Spanish admiral, in con- 
junction with the consul of that nation at Port au 
Prince, the capital of Hayti, made an exigent, 
menacing demand upon the authorities of that 
republic, for the surrender of the steamer Hornet, 
then, as for some months previously, at anchor 
there. This vessel was under American colors and 
was officially recognized by the American minister 
to Hayti, as an American ship entitled to his pro- 
tection ; for upon hearing of the'demand he prompt- 
ly protested against it. In this he seems to have 
hud the counsel, and, in some way, the support of 
his diplomatic associates of France and England. 
The Haytians were resolute. They flatly refused 
compliance with the Spanish demand, and vigor- 
ously prepared to defend the threatened integrity 
of their waters. The Spanish consul now hauled 
down his flag, closed his consulate, and repaired on 
board the Spanish flag-ship, the Pizurro, which soon 
after steamed away for Havana. 

About the same time, another formidable Spanish 
ship-of-war, the Tornalo, was making another 
American port, Aspinwall, the theatre of a some- 
what similar transaction. In that harbor for some 
mouths, there had been at anchor the steamer 
Virginius, which had been recognized by our con- 
sul as an American vessel. Nevertheless, as in the 
case of the Hornet, the Spanish naval commander 
claimed her surrender by the local authorities, as a 
pirate. These authorities declined to comply ; but 
the American consul had occasion to make a de- 
termined remonstrance; and the American minis- 
ter at Bogota also found it necessary to interpose 
with instructions to the consul, in which he ex- 
hibits tersely, but fully, the unwarranted nature of 
the Spanish claim, 

Taking the Spanish statements to be true, in re- 
gard to the offences of the Hornet and Virginius, 
they simply prove that these vessels have succeeded 
in breaking the Spanish blockade of the coast of 
Cuba, and in landing upon the island cargoes of 
armsand ammunition, with small parties in each 
case, ofnot more than fifty men, without molesta- 
tion from Spanish cruisers. These passengers, or 
men, and munitions of war, were taken on board 
in the one case at Aspinwall, and in the other in 
Venezuela ; and therefore the act is not one which 
can possibly be made to appear as a breach of the 
neutrality laws of the United States, any more 
than it was for numerous American vessels to en- 
gage during the Crimean war, in the transportation 
of large bodies of French and English troops to the 
theatre of that war. But, itis alleged, a Spanish 
marine court, sitting at Havana, has adjudged both 
these vessels to be pirates, although it is not pre- 
tended that either ever preyed upon or was fitted to 
prey upon even Spanish commerce, much less upon 
the commerce of the world. The grounds for this 
decree are only to be found in a proclamation issued 
by the Captain General of Cuba, as far back as the 
7th of July, 1869, which made it piracy for any 
vessel to land or attempt to land arms, ammunition 
or an expedition upon the Island in aid of the Cu- 
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ban insurgents. As soon as furnished with a copy 
of this document, or on the 26th of July, 1869, 
our Government vigorously remonstrated. 

The Spanish minister at Washington was notified 
in precise terms that the orders of that proclamation 
must not be applied to American citizens, vessels, or 
property. There can be no misapprehension of the 
language of our Government on this occasion, in- 
cluding the grave declaration that so long as Spain 
denied the existence of a regular war in Cuba, or 
until the United States found it necessary to officially 
recognize the existence of such a war, American citi- 
zens and vessels had been and would be maintained in 
the right to carry even articles contraband of war 
without molestation from Spain, except, of course, 
within Spanish waters. This position is not only 
impregnable, but maintains the traditional policy of 
the nation. 

Washington correspondents have reported that 
upon the application of the Spanish minister, the 
President has agreed to have the questions raised by 
Spain in regard to the Hornet brought before and 
settled by an admiralty court—meaning, we tuke 
for granted, an American tribunal. At the first 
glance this would seem an unobjectionable, easy 
solution of the difficulty. . 

From what we have said, it must be apparent, 
however, that no American court of admiralty by 
any possibility could be brought to adjudge the 
Hornet or Virginius guilty of piracy, and hence out 
of the pale of nationality; or, in fact, that either 
had offended against our neutrality laws or treaty 
obligations. Under such circumstances to subject 
the owners to heavy legal and other expenses, if not 
ruinous losses, which the proposed procedure would 
entail, would be a palpable wrong from the outset, 
to which we do not believe our Government could 
be made a party merely to gratify Spain. But 
throwing out of consideration the rights of indi- 
viduals, there are fundamental legal obstacles in the 
way of bringing these questions—raised at Port au 
Prince and Aspinwall—practically before an Ameri- 
can court of Admiralty. But these we shall not 
discuss, as much graver questions appear about to 
be added for solution. 

The latest telegraphic despatches from Havana 
annouuce the departure for Port au Prince of the 
iron-armored Spanish ship-of-war Zuragoza with 
sealed instructions; next that the admiral's ship, 
the Pizarro, had gone to the eastward—that is, 
toward Hayti—and that several ships of the line 
would speedily follow. These naval movements por- 
tend mischief when we recall the insensate, irre- 
sponsible influences which dominate at Havana, and 
which thus far have been permitted to override, 
with astonishing impunity, every sentiment but the 
gratification of the most brutal passions. Blind 
to all consequences, it is not impossible that the 
mob-controlled authority at Havana may seize the 
Hornet at her anchorage, and inflict punishment 
upon Hayti for having 
neutrality even in the protection of an American 
vessel, and the possibility of such a contingency 
may as well be understood with all its consequences, 


dared to maintain her 


GENERAL SHERMAN will accompany Admiral AL- 
DEN on the Wabash, when she proceeds to Europe to 
convey the latter thither to take command of the 
European squadron. ‘The general makes the voyage 
as the guest of the admiral, with the cordial consent 
of the President and the Secretaries of War and the 
Navy, and does not go in any official capacity what- 
ever. On the contrary he will rather seek to sink 
his official title, a task we are sure he will find it 
difficult to perform, for his name and military re- 
nown have long preceded him, and he will not be 
suffered to assume even a partial incognito. He will 
take with him but one aide-de-camp, Colonel J. C. 
AUDENRIED, and go with the distinct understand- 
ing that if needed the Secretary of War can sum- 
mon them by telegraph, when they will return with- 
in thirty days. It is not therefore a technical leave 
of absence, nor does the general go under orders, but 
simply to avail himself of the chance of a naval ves- 
sel on her ordinary cruise, to see parts of Europe 
which are most interesting to every soldier as well 
as citizen. The Wabash will not vary her course by 
reason of the presence on board of the distinguished 
soldier. Admiral ALDEN will select his route ac- 
cording to the duties assigned him as the admiral of 





the regular European squadron, and General SHER- 
MAN will simply be on board as a privileged passen- 
ger. He will therefore have an opportunity, under 
the most favorable circumstances, of seeing such 
places as Madeira, Lisbon, Gibraltar, Genoa, Naples, 
the Suez Canal, and Constantinople ; and while the 
ship lies at any port for coaling or for other purpos- 
es he will make excursions into the interior, and ti- 
nally about April next will leave the ship and come 
home leisurely through Europe to England, and to 
New York by one of the usual steam packets. Gen- 
eral SHERMAN has never been in Europe, and he will 
undoubtedly thoronghly enjoy his trip, as he will 
assuredly carry with him the God-speed of both the 
Army and country. 








By a general order trom the War Department 
which appears elsewhere, important charges in the 
military divisions and departments are announced. 
The Department of the South is enlarged by tlhe 
transfer of North Carolina, from the Department of 
the East; the Department of Texas is extended over 
the Indian Territory to the north of that State as far 
as Kansas, and Colonel REYNOLDS is succeeded in 
command by General AUGUR, whose Department of 
the Platte is absorbed in the Department of Missou- 
ri. A new Department of the Gulf is formed for 
Colonel Emory out of the States of Louisiana, Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi and the western gulf posts; the 
Department of Texas is added to the command of 
Lieutenant-General SHERIDAN, and, finally, the 
Third Cavalry in Arizona, and the Fifth Cavalry 
at Fort McPherson, exchange positions. 








To Brevet Major-General CARLETON, lieutenant- 
colonel of the Fourth Cavalry, we are indebted 
for some historical notes which are of especial inter- 
est just now when another aitempt is being made to 
bring our Army Regulations “down to the present 
time.” On the 19th of August, 1776, Congress, it 
appears, was occupied with the consideration of the 
articles of war reported by a committee appointed 
for the purpose. JOHN,ADAMS, who was a Member 
of Congress at the time, says (Life and Works of 
John Adams, Vol. IIL, p. 63): “ The report was 
iw24e by me and Mr, JEFFERSON, in consequence of 
a letter from General WasHINGTON, sent by Colonel 
TuDOR, judge-advocate-general,, representing the 
insufficiency of the articles of war and requesting a 
revision of them. Mr. JoHnN ADAMS and Mr. JEF- 
FERSON were appointed a committee to hear TUDOR 
and revise the articles. It was a difficult and un- 
popular subject, and I observed to JEFFERSON that 
whatever alteration we should report with the least 
energy in it or the least tendency to a necessary dis- 
cipline of the Army would be opposed with as much 
vehemence as if it were the most perfect; we might 
as well, therefore, report a complete system at once 
and let it meet its fate. Something perhaps might 
be gained. There was extant one system of articles 
of war which had carried two empires to the head 
of mankind—the Roman and the British ; for the 
British articles of war were only a literal transla- 
tion of the Roman. It would be in vain for us to 
seek in our own invention or the record of warlike 
nations for a more complete system of military dis- 
cipline. It was an observation foanded on undoubt- 
ed facts that the prosperity of nations had been in 








proportion to the discipline of their forces by sea 
and land. 1 was, therefore, for reporting the Brit- 
ish Articles of War totidem verbis. JEPFERSON in 
those days never failed to agree with me in every- 
thing of a political nature, and he very cordially 
concurred inthis. The British Articles of War were 
accordingly reported and defended in Congress by 
me, assisted by others, and finally carried. They 
laid the foundation of a discipline which in time 
brought our troops to a capacity of contending with 
British and a rivalry with the best troops of France.” 
These articles governed the Army with little varia- 
tion until 1806, when they were revised, and are 
still in force. 

From Irvine's Life of Washington we derive a 
hint as to the origin of the 98th Article of War, 
which provides that officers belonging to the regular 
forces of the United States shall, “ on all detachments, 
courts-martial, or other duty have precedence of of- 
ficers deriving their commissions from the authority 
of a particular State.” This was merely a continua- 
tion of the rule which controlled the relation exist- 
ing between the colonial officers and the officers of 


the British army in America previous to the Revo- 
lution. Commissions by the King, or by his general 


‘commander-in-chief in North America, took rank at 


that time of all commissioned officers by governors 
of the respective provinces. Generals and field ofti- 
cers of provincial troops had no rank when serving 
with generals and field officers commissioned by the 
Crown; but all captains and inferior officers of roy- 
al troops took rank over provincial officers of same 
grade having older commissions. Pirrin 1757 ob- 
tained the King’s order that every provincial officer 
of no higher rank than colonel should have equal 
command with the British, according to the date of 
their respective commissions. 








Ir we may judge from our own experience thie 
French Republic needs a JEFFERSON. In our early 
days there was a great deal of personal palaver be- 
tween Congress and the President, the former be- 
ing politely grateful to God for the latter’s election, 
and bestowing upon him other official compliments. 
In its reply to Wasuineron’s first Inaugural Ad- 
dress, the Senate said : 

“ We rejoice and with us all America that, in obe- 
dience to the call of our common country, you have 
returned once more to public life. In you all par- 
ties confile ; in you all interests unite. A review of 
the many signal instances of divine interposition in 
favor of this country, claims our most pious grati- 
tude; and permit us, sir, to observe, that among the 
great events which have led to the formation aid 
establishment of a Federal Government we esteem 
your acceptance of the office as one of the most pro- 
pitious and important.” 

The House replied to the Address: “ Your resolu- 
tion, in a moment critical to the liberties of your 
country, to renounce all personal emolument, was 
among the many presages of your patriotic services 
which have been amply fulfilled; and your scrupu- 
lous adherence now to the law then imposed on 
yourself cannot fail to demonstrate the purity while 
it increases the lustre of a character which has so 
many titles to admiration.” 

Something like this is seen in France. The as- 
sembly does not appear to trouble itself very much * 
in complimenting THIERs, but he does it for himself. 
Their intercourse is full of that personality which is 
to be noticed in the early annals of our President 
and Congress. In the message in which THIERS pro- 
posed the adjournment of the Assembly he drew a 
picture of the officers who work the French ship of 
State, sinking with fatigue but with eyes fixed in- 
tently upon the haven of refuge. All of his official 
communications have savored too much of ADOLPI 
Turers. This fault of personality however is not 
peculiar to the American and French republics. The 
scenes in the Spanish Cortes immediately after 
Pruw’s successful revolution showed the same tend- 
ency. Prim not only spoke of his personal feelings 
but those which would affect his wife in conse- 
quence of some resolution or action of the Cortes. 
‘This personality is merely the remains of the regal 
forms which it is not easy to cast of at once. 

JEFFERSON changed all that for us, and we cannot 
remember his services too gratefully when we see 
the difference between the style of the old time and 
the new. Not that we do not deplore the grossness 
and coarseness of language which our Congressional 
debates sometimes exhibit. That isan evil, but that 
will pass away with that universal panacea for 
American ills, “the settlement of the country,” to 
which we may fairly look for improvement in edu- 
cation, in morals and manners. But had JEFFER- 
soN never made the reforms which have given him 
his title of the “ Father of the Democracy,” we should 
have had an evil more permanent and more danger- 
ous to our peace than even the coarseness of which 
our representatives have shown themselves capable. 








Tuk present condition of the American shipping 
interest is illustrated by the fact that the Overland 
China Mail for September 1, reports the arrivals and 
departures of 129 vessels of which but four bore the 
flag of the United States, the others being distribut- 
ed among the various nationalities as follows: 
Great Britain 55, Germany 31, France 20, Spain 20, 
Holland 2, Denmark, Portugal, Peru and San Sal- 
vador 1 each. 


Tue surviving comrades of the rebel General Morgan, 
at a meeting held in Frankfort, Ky., on the 3d day of 
May last, resolved to erect a monument to his memory, 
at @ cost of not less than $10,600. 
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WHAT AN ARMY HOSPITAL SHOULD BE. 


In a centenary address recently delivered before the 
Society of the New York Hospital, Mr. James W. Beek- 
man alludes to a manualof military surgery published 
in 1775 by Dr. Jones, professor of surgery in King’s 
College, and one of the earliest promoters of the project 
of establishing the first hospital in New York. In this 
work Dr. Jones gives a curious picture of the condition 
of the science of hospital management at the time he 
wrote. He says, in an appendix to his work, which is 
reproduced by Mr. Beekman: 


To those who are unacquainted with the subject in 
question, it will doubtless appear a very extraordi 
assertion that there is not at present in the capital of 
the kingdom asingle hospital constructed upon proper 
medical principles—yet it is a fact very permed ac- 
knowledged by the most eminent men in the profession 
of physic and surgery in England. . . . Ifgreat and 

pulous cities have been justly styled the graves of the 

uman speciee, the large and crowded hospitals gener- 
ally built in them may, with equal truth and propriety, 
be denominsted the lazarettos or pest-houses of most of 
the unfortunate persons who, from ill-directed motives 
of compassion, are carried into these charities. In the 
two great hospitals of St. Thomas and St. Bartholomew, 
in London, about six hundred patients die annually— 
which is about one in thirteen of those who are admitted 
as patients. 

n Paris it is supposed that one-third of all who die 
there die in hospitals. The Hotel Dieu, a vast building 
situated in the middle of that great city, receives about 
twenty-two thousand persons annually, one-fifth of 
which number die every year. It is impossible for a 
man of any humanity to walk through the long wards 
of this crowded hospital without a mixture of horror 
and commiseration at the sad spectacle of misery which 

ts itself. The beds are placed in triple rows, 
with four and six patients in each bed; and I have 
more than once, in the morning rounds, found the dead 
lying with the living; for, notwithstanding the great 
assiduity and tenderness of the nurses, some of whom 
are women of family, who take the veil and piously de- 
vote themselves to that office, yet it is almost impossible, 
from the vast number of patients, to bestow timely as- 
sistance upon every individual. 

If we compare the number of patients who die in the 
county infirmaries of England with those of the London 
and Paris hospitals, the proportional difference will be 
greatly in favor of the former. In the Northampton 
infirmary one in nineteen dies annually ; and in that of 
Manchester, placed in a more airy situation, one in 
twenty-two. And, although the putrid air of great 
cities is mere unfavorable to health in general than that 
of country towns, yet the greatest difference in mortality 
will be found, upon a close and fair examination, to arise 
from the structure and crowded wards of the hospitals 
in overgrown capi 

About the same time, adds Mr. Beekman, similar 
ideas of hospital construction were taught and practised 
by Dr. James Tilton, of Delaware, who devoted a long 
life to sanitary science. After. passing through the war 
of the American revolution in the service, he became 
Surgeon-General of the Army of the United States in 
the war of 1812. In the winter of 1779 and 1780, Dr. 
Tilton found the American troops almost disabled by 
disease, which resulted from the ignorance of their 
medical staff. Taking up a suggestion of Marshal 
Saxe, he introduced everywhere hospital huts, with re- 
sults so surprising, that in 1781 he was invited by the 
Continental Congress to submit a general plan for con- 
ducting military hospitals. Dr. Tilton’s reply was 
transmitted to the President of Congress by Robert 
Morris, Superintendent of Finance, whose communica- 
tion is still on file in the State Department in Wash- 
ington, boaring the endorsement: “ N. B.—Dr. Tilton’s 
plan is missing.” 

From Dr. Benjamin Rush’s work, entitled ‘ Medical 
Enquiries,” as well as from “Thacher’s Biography,” 
however, it is clear that the missing report proposed 
certain unheard-of changes in army hospitals, which 
mainly consisted in using huts of logs, having an earth 
floor, with « hole in the centre of the roof to allow the 
smoke to escape from the fire, which was made in the 
middle of the hut. Dr. Rush quotes Tilton with ad- 
miration, and adds another quotation in a note, which, 
after a century of experience modern science abundant- 
ly confirms. “It is proved,” quotes Dr. Rush, “ in in- 
numerable instances, that sick men recover health soon- 
er and better in sheds, huts, and barns, exposed occa- 
sionally to wind, and sometimes to rain, than in the 
most superb hospitals in Europe.” The same eminent 
authority styles military hospitals the “sinksof human 
life,” and asserts that they robbed the United States of 
more citizens than the sword. Dr. Rush put his prin- 
ciples into practice by carrying, every morning, the 
patients from such a place into an orchard, where they 
passed the day under the apple trees, and they recovered 
with astonishing rapidity. 

When the war of 1812 broke out, the errors of the 
army sur thirty years before were repeated, an 
Dr. Tilton, then almost seventy years old, was again 
the means of correcting the old abuses. In July, 1813, 
he found the hospitals at Sackett’s Harbor and along 
the northern frontier in a condition as filthy and show- 
ing a mortality as greatas any he had ever known in 
the Revolutionary war—so slow is ever the of im- 
provement, so firm and deep struck are the roots of 
prejudice. The changes that the old surgeon-in-chief 


soon brought about at once arrested the famous and 
terrible lake fever which had almost puta stop to en- 
listments. It is sad to learn that Dr. Tilton contracted 


disease from his exposure, which resulted in the ampu- 
tation of a leg and after a few years caused his death. 
It was shown by John Howard “that in the large 


Parisian hospitals three of every five emputations were 
fatal, or sixty cent. In London hospitals, having 
over three h beds, the mortality, after amputation, 


was one in two and a hali, or percent. In estab- 
lishments of less than a hun and fifty down to 
twenty-five beds, the mortality was about one in five 
and a half, or eighteen per cent.; but in cottage hospitals 
the mortality was only one in seven, or fourteen per 
cent. In the army hospitals of the United States dur- 
ing the civil war, the mortality from all causes, among 
over a million patients, was eight per cent, or only one 
in twelve and a half; and the cottage or hut was the 
type of the ward in those hospitals. During the recent 
siege of Paris the American ambulance, with its double 
tents, poeees the only safeguard against gangrene or 
erysipe While the French surgeons have been forced 
to abandon the Palais d’Industrie and the Grand Hotel 
because they lost nearly every case of amputation, the 
American ambulance had nota single instance of gan- 


ne. 
Who can be ignorant of the wonderful contribution to 
medical science made by the American Sanitary Com- 
mission, or of the admirable reports from the Surgeon- 
General of our armies during the civil war, whose vast 
proportions afford an average of facts su large as to give 
unusual value to results. The views of John Howard 
are confirmed by experience on the vastest scale, and if 
you ask for the kind of hospital which was so successful 
as to show, even in time of war, out of a million of 
cases, a death-rate of only eight per cent., you will find 
its types in the ‘ward’ of Dr. Jones, and in the ‘hut’ 
of Dr. Tilton.” 


THE BRITISH VOLUNTEER. 
[Correspondence of the Missouri Repu blican.] 

Just a few remarks on the especial points of difference 
between the regular army and the volunteers may not 
be inappropriate, aud may perhaps enable us‘to under- 
stand clearly the constitution of the latter force. The 
army is, without intermission, subject to the mutiny 
act which is passed annually, and which only affects 
the volunteers on certain special occasions. Again, 
their services are not continuous in times of peace as 
are those of the regulars. The volunteers are under 
the control and supervision of the lords-lieutenant of 
the various counties in which they are raised, and he is 
responsible to the secretary of state for war as to their 
general efficiency, whereas in the case of the army, the 
general commanding a district is the person whose duty 
it is to report on the military condition of such districts 
and not the lord-lieutenant. One is the “ civil-mili- 
tary ” representative (if the words may be used); the 
other is the purely military representative. Then the 
volunteer would only be liable to service in case of in- 
vasion (actual or apprehended), and, lastly, he has the 
privilege of being able to resign on giving a reasona- 
ble excuse, and a notice of fourteen days to the com- 
manding officer. 
There is no rule whatever as to the number of men 
in each company, or to the number of companies in each 
corps. The Edinburgh rifle brigade, which is, I be- 
lieve, the strongest in the service, consists of twenty- 
five companies, and one or two of the metropolitan corps 
of sixteen or eighteen companies each. The Queen’s 
Westminsters muster between 1,600 and 1,800 men, and 
is made up of sixteen companies, consisting of men of 
all classes, from the banker to the butcher’s man. In 
the provinces, and even in the suburbs of the large 
towns, it has been found necessary to form what are 
termed administrative battalions. Such a battalion fre- 
quently consists of twelve or fifteen corps, the members 
of which all reside in the county, but at some distance 
apart. The same system of grouping several corps un- 
der one battalion is extended to the cavalry and artil- 
lery, a8 well as to the infantry, or, as they are more of- 
ten called, “rifle” volunteers. A few words as to the 
component parts of an administrative battalion will 
suffice. 
1st. The permanent staff consisting of an “ adjutamt” 
appointed by and paid by the government, and “ ser- 
geant instructors,” also paid by the crown. These have 
the entire management of the drill of the regiment, and 
are the only paid officers connected with it. Then there 
are the “ officers of the staff,” such as the colonel, major, 
surgeon, ete., and also those who are connected and at- 
tached to the different corps forming the battalion; and, 
lastly, the “non-commissioned officers,” such as ser- 
geants, corporals, etc., and “ privates.” 
As soon as vacancies occur in the ranks of the “ non- 
coms,” a notice is posted in the orderly room to that ef 
fect. Those who imagine themselves capable of taking 
upon them the arduous duties of corporal or sergeant 
give in their names to the drill-instructor, who there- 
upon submits them to the captain of the company, who 
makes the usual inquiries as to the sobriety (a tender 

int with many, I fear), and general conduct on parade. 
Then comes the competition in presence of some officers, 
who, in many cases, know considerably less about the 
matter than the nervous fellows who have to be exam- 
ined. Frequently a good working-man takes the place 
of a more efficient one. Our captain studies the appear- 
ance of his corps. So-and-so would make a splendid 
“ flank-man”—is tall, has broad shoulders, good beard, 
his legs are alittle dicky, and he isa little uncertain 
about that platoon exercise—anyhow, “sergeant, put 


d | that man’s name down for full corporal.” The honored 


individual then retires amid the congratulations of his 
friends and the jealousies of his enemies, and forthwith 
commissions his military tailor, if he possesses such an 
article, to adorn his tunic with the accustomed two 
stripes on each arm, as per Queen's regulations. 
Although the officers had to undergo a competition 
previous to promotion, yet the colonel or lieutenant- 
colonel have a great deal of influence in the matter. The 
following arrangement worked very well in a large coun- 
try corps: Any member of any rank could submit the 
name of the person whom he considered fit to take the 
ition of officer to the colonel. A seconder only was 
required to indorse this proposal, and it was sent under 
a sealed envelope to the officer in command. 


The usual subscription is £1 ear, to cover expen- 
ses of drill-shed, headquarters, Pan and other current 


When any member of a corps has attended a certain 
number of drills in his first year of membership, he has 
to pass an examination, and, if successful, is classed as 
an “effective.” His annual subscription then ceases and 
he becomes entitled to the “capitation” grant or the al- 
lowance made by the government to the corps for every 
effective man. Bear in mind, he does not actually re- 
ceive this grant of £1 10s, or about $714, but he is ex- 
empt from avy subscription in consequence of being an 
effective. A man must then attend nine drills a year to 
entitle him to obtain the grant for his corps. So that 
you will see it is really very inexpensive, and absorbs 
but little time to belong to a volunteer corps. Lord El- 
cho, and those who with him have played a prominent 
part in volunteer organization, are anxious to increase 
this grant, and have on more than one occasion petition- 
ed parliament, but at present without success. Efforts 
are even now being made, and will be submitted next 
session, for a thorough reorganization of the whole force, 
and this subject of the grant will be a prominent feature 
in the movement. 

There is no purchase of commissions, but the annual sub- 
scriptions for officers is much heaver than for privates. 
This very much depends on the corps and locality. In 
the country it is usually men of some property and in- 
fluence who hold such positions. In the large towns 
persons seeking such distinction are more plentiful, and, 
in proportion, are less efficient. An officer must always 
have his hands in his pocket. Some little arrears at 
headquarters, the quarterly item for the band fund, 
whether said band discourses sweet strains or not. Cap- 
tains of companies have continuous calls on their purses. 
They must give a cap or a telescope to be competed for 
at the rifle contest, they must put their name down for 
such and such a dinfler or ball, or else “our captain is an 
infernal screw.” He seeks popularity through his purse, 
and often finds to his cost that it is a most expensive 
amusement. After all it is quite astonishing to find the 
number of young fellows in good social positions, such 
as embryo aristocrats, sons of merchants, etc., who spend 
their money in this highly audible and patriotic man- 
ner (sic). - 

The one standing grievance is the inefficiency of the 
officers. They are not well trained. Where you find 
one man thoroughly capable of putting his troops about, 
you have ten who are utterly at sea. As a class they 
are indifferent and do not take that pride in their men 
which is absolutely necessary among volunteers. Many 
seem to have the impression that if they do the nine 
drills a year, which their commanding officers expect of 
them, they have fulfilled their duty to the corps. The 
only excuse given is that they support the corps with 
their money, and therefore they can afford to dispense 
with the routine and drudgery of parade work. It is 
pitiable and laughable to watch some of these militaries 
giving out a wrong word of command and causing a tit- 
ter among the squad which invariably increases the con- 
fusion tenfold. In the desperation of the moment he 
shouts, “As you were,” which has the effect of bringing 
the tangled mass into something like order. Should he 
be desirous of gaining a little more time to collect his 
scattered intellect he deems it advisable to “‘ Number off 
from the left.” And so it goes on, blunder follows error, 
and he at last seeks shelter in the drill instructor, who 
happens to be close at hand. There are, however, many 
honorable exceptions. Men who have studied it theo- 
retically and practically, and who are fully conversant 
with every duty devolving on a captain of company. 
This applies especially to volunteer artillery officers. 

It would be indeed difficult to name any profession, 
trade, calling or vocation that is not represented in this 
truly national movement. There are peers in the ranks 
as privates, and shopmen with moderate incomes who 
hold commissions. It will answer every purpose if our 
remarks are confined to the metropolis alone, for there 
is as much diversity in the composition of the various 
corps here, and perhaps more so than in the provinces, 
Much of course depends upon the locality in which a 
corps is first started. For instance, there is the St. 
George’s Rifles whose headquarters are at the West End, 
and in close vicinity to those fashionable promenades, 
Regent street and Piccadilly. The majority of the 
members, therefore, are well-to-do tradesmen, who have 
their quiet villa in the suburbs, and come to town in a 
light dog-cart every morning. This is one of the 
“crack” corps; they carry things on in a nobby style, 
have a large and well furnished camp at Wimbledon, 
and subscribe a good round sum in prizes to be shot for 
at rifle contests. They give an annual regimental ball, 
and invite some of the officers of the Guards (that is the 
regular household brigade); in fact, do the thing in 
style. J. G. 








THE FUTURE OF EUROPE. 


TnE Posen Gazette publishes a curious letter “on the 
reconstruction of Europe,” written by a German resid- 
ing at Warsaw. The whole of Europe, he says, is now 
at the mercy of two states—Germany and Russia. Eng- 
land is “ a declining Venice.” The opening of the Suez 
Canal has brought back the trade of the world into its 
old channel, after it has been diverted since the sixteenth 
century to the advantage of England and Holland, and 
Southern Europe will gradually draw to herself the 
wealth which England has hitherto monopolized. The 
isolation of the aristocratic class from the rest of the 
English nation is, he thinks, an unmistakable sign of its 
coming fall. ‘“ England has abstained from interference 
in continental politics since the Crimean and Mexican 
wars, probably because she feels that her vital forces are 
being exhausted. ... There is no alternative for her 
but either to ally herself to Germany, or to perish with 
her antiquated prejudices and obsolete institutions.” As 
for the Latin nations—“ conquered France, incapable 
Italy, and anarchical Spain ”"—they will go on weakening 
themselves with internal convulsions. The days of 
Austria too, are numbered. “The new Ministry is pre- 
paring the ruin of the State. The autonomy offered to 
the Austrian nationalities is by no means an adminis- 
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tative decentralization whose object is the improvement 
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of the material prosperity of the conntry ; it is reall 
the first step toward an utter disintegration by whic 
those who will profit the most are Russia and Ger- 
many. .- The conferences at Gastein have for the 

resent retarded this result, which, however, is inevita- 
ble. The Austria of to-day will in the nature of things 
have gear, Ae be divided between Germany, Russia 
and the new Hungaro-Roumanian power imagined by 
Prince Bismarck.” Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Nor- 
way, and the German cantons of Switzerland are, in the 
view of the writer, “only so many atoms which will have 
to yield to the force of gravity, and be absorbed into 
the great Teutonic Empire. Russia and Germany 
will then remain face to face as the rulers of Europe ; but a 
reetification of frontier will still be necessary to secure 
the future prosperity of the Fatherland. In ten years, 
says the writer, when the network of the Russian rail- 
ways and the reorganization of the Russian army are 
completed, Russia will easily be able to assemble an 
army of a million men on the Danube or the Dnieper at 
a very short notice. By advancing from the former river 
she could cut off Germany’s communications with the 
East, while a Russian army proceeding from the Dnie- 
per through Poland might advance without any serious 
obstacle straight to Berlin. The latter contingency would 
be especially dangerous in the case of a Franco-Russian 
alliance against Germany. The writer therefore thinks 
that it will become “a matter of absolute necessity” for 
Germany to provide against this danger by making an 
attempt to extend her frontier to the Dnieper before the 
Russian army and railways are ready. Should a new 
war be required for attaining this object, he recommends 
that the German troops on entering the Polish provinces 
should issue a manifesto declaring that Germany is mak- 
ing war on Russia for the restoration of Poland. This 
would procure them “an invincible contingent of 500,- 
000 men in two months.” In Russia itself, too, they 
would find many allies. “Of the Russian generals alone 
74 per cent. belong to the German nationality, and 12 
per cent. only are Russians; and nearly the same pro- 
portion of Germans is to be found in the civil adminis- 
tration. As for the soldiers, the cadres of the army can 
under the present system cnly be filled in time of war by 
men on furlough who do not know the use of breech- 
loaders, and would thus be ratker a hindrance than a 
help.” The German Staff, however, concludes the wri- 
ter, “ would not make the mistake that Napoleon did in 
1812; it would not attempt to penetrate as far as St. Pe- 
tersburg or Mosvow. The acquisition by Germany of 
the Baltic and Polish provinces would be a sufficient de- 
cisive defeat to Russia, who would then be reduced to 
her old possessions, and be forced to turn her attention 
exclusively to Asia.” 








ALPHONSE KARR’S LATEST WITTICISM. 


ALPHONSE KARR contributes the following to the 
Univers Illustre. It is supposed to be a dialogue be- 
tween a group of heroes—dwellers in Pluto’s dark do- 
main—who have just heard a recital of the French war 
from a defunct soldier of Gambetta: 

Leonidas.—‘*‘ Why, with these new arms the Persians 
would not have taken five minutes to get rid of me and 
my tbree hundred heroes.” 

Hercules.—“I should like to know what good my 
strength would be in dealing with people who would 
never come within a thousand yardsof my club.” 

Samson.—“And what a pretty figure I should cut with 
my donkey’s jawbone.” 

Lord Charles Hay.— When at Fontenoy I took off 
my hat and said, ‘Fire, gentlemen of the French 
Guard.’” 

Count d’Hauteroche.—“ And then I answered, return- 
ing your salutation, ‘Fire, gentlemen of the English 
army, we never fire the first.’ ” 

Lord Charles Hay.— There’s an end to all such chi- 
valrous usages. They fire now at such a distance as to 
render the voices of the combatants inaudible to each 
other. Why, with the new system of artillery, we can- 
not discern with the eye the uniform of the troops whose 
guns decimate us.” 

Conde.—“I don’t see how it would be possible to 
throw my truncheon into the ditch and charge after it.” 

Horatius Cocles.—“ Alas! the heroic time is past when 
a single man could defend a bridge against four men. 
The Curiatii would have made short work of me if armed 
with chassepots.” 

Roland of Roncevaux.—* And how could I, with my 
Durandel shield, keep off a hailstorm of those conic 
balls with which the degenerate soldiers of modern 
times gain victories ?” 

Cambrone.—* Yes, and my dialogue with the English 
guardsmen! What mortal could hear a don mot at the 
distance of a league?” 








Dr. C. A. Gordon has an interesting paper in the 
British Medical Journal on the state of Paris during the 
siege. On the approach of the Prussian army great ex- 
ertions were made to bring under arms every man capa- 
ble of service. A corps d'armée entered Paris soon after 
the Provisional Government was declared; new battal- 
ions were quickly formed, making a strength upon paper 
estimated at about 475,000. A considerable number 
brought from the provinces consisted for the most papt 
of strong men, but there were many whose physique ap- 
peared but ill suited to severe service. The young men 
drafted into reserve battalions of the line were, in large 
proportion, undeveloped lads. Considerable difficulty 
existed in supplying suitable clothing; great exertions 
were made to supply their wants. During the latter 
part of the siege health undoubtedly suffered in conse- 
quence of insufficient and inappropriate food, which, with 
the want of fuel, rendered the people little capable of 
withstanding cold. Scurvy prevailed to a considerable 
extent. The temporary hospitals were annexed to the 
large military and civil hospitals, and the whole were ar- 
ranged in ten divisions, the number of beds being 25,754. 
Many of the wounded were treated in their own homes. 
Contrasting the injuries now seen with those observed in 
former campaigns, the following peculiarities of those 


sustained during the siege of Paris may be noted: 1. A 
large proportion of severe injuries in comparison to slight 
ones; 2. Frequency of multiple wounds in the same 
person; 3. The large number of wounds of the upper 
and lower extremities as compared with those of the 
trunk of the body (attributable, no doubt, to the increas- 
ed yenetrating power of modern arms and the increased 
mortality in the field of battle arising from wounds of 
the chest and abdomen); and 4. The absence of wounds 
caused by sword or bayonet. The occurrence of “ shock” 
did not appear to be by any means so common as among 
British soldiers—for example, in the Indian mutiny. The 
peculiarity may be attributable to “race.” Dressing 
upon the field was confined to urgent cases, to allow the 
subject to be conveyed to the nearest hospital. Dress- 
ings were very often performed by the regimental medi- 
eal officers of the French army under heavy fire. 








Tue following order with reference to the death of 
Lieutenant Atwood has been issued by General Cooke : 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES, } 
Detroit, MicuiGan, October 25, 1871. 
General Orders No. 23. 
THE department commander announces to the De- 
partment the lamentable death of First Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Atwood, Twenty-first Infantry, aid-de-camp and 
acting assistant adjutant general and inspector general 
of the department. 

Returning from the duty of judge advocate at !Fort 

Brady, he was lost in the steamer 2. G. Coburn, in Lake 
Huron, October 15. 
Lieutenant Atwood, when only eighteen, volunteered in 
Independent Light Battery H, Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
After about two years of most active and gallant service 
in the field, he was appointed captain and assistant ad- 
jutant-general—with the brevet of major—and placed 
on duty in the War Department. There and afterward 
he became a proficient in almost every department of 
the staff; as an adjutant-general his knowledge was un- 
excelled. 

He was afterward chief of staff of the Fourth Military 
district (Mississippi), and filled its responsible duties, es- 
pecially in a long absence of his commander, General 
Ames, in a most satisfactory manner. 

The department commander mourns a faithful friend, 
wise and mature beyond his years; society an ornament 
end general favorite ; the service one of its ablest and 
most promising members. 

The department commander tenders his most heart- 
felt sympathies to his mother, sister and brothers in their 
grievous loss. ; 

By command of Brigadier-General Cooke. 

EDWARD Davis, 





THE following letter was’written by the Emperor Na- 
poleon to the late Sir John Burgoyne, in answer to one 
written by him to the Emperor shortly after the surren- 
der of Sedan : 

WILHELMSHOHE, October 29, 1870. 

My DEAR Sir Joun: I have just received your letter, 
which has given me very great pleafure, especially be- 
cause it is a touching proof of your sympathy for me, 
and also because your name reminds me of the happy 
and glorious time when our two armies fought together 
for the same cause. You, who are, the English Moltke, 
have understood that all our disasters arose from the 
circumstance that the Prussians were more ready than 
we were—that is to say, they surprised us in the very 
act of formation. 

The offensive having become an impossibility for me, 
I resolved on the defensive, but hampered by political 
considerations, the retreat was delayed till it became 
impossible. Having fallen back on Chalons, I wished to 
march on Paris with the last army left me, but at that 
juncture also, political considerations forced us to make 
that very imprudent and unstrategic march which fin- 
ished with the disaster of Sedan. There, in a few words, 
is the unhappy campaign of 1870. I rely on you to af- 
ford this explanation, for I rely on your esteem. 

In thanking you for your kind remembrance, I renew 
the assurance of my affectionate regard. 

NAPOLEON. 

Sir Jonn Burcoyrne, Field Marchal. 








SERGEANT -Hearn, U.S. Army, is at present on Mt. 
Washington, where he will remain during the coming 
winter. The quarters are undergoing improvements, 
and everything will be done to make them more com- 
fortable than they were last season. ‘There will be two 
rooms occupied above and two below, which will prove 
much more convenient than last year’s accommodations. 
The telegraph cable is laid, and supplies will be put in 
early next month by Government. Most of the meats 
are canned, and pilot-bread is largely used, though a 
barrel or two of flour will be putin store. Potatoes are 





allowed to freeze as soon as they are putin store. If 
they are not permitted to thaw before cooked, and never 
washed, they can be baked ro as to be as good as new. 
And so Sergeant Hearn, with a single companion, is to 
pass the long, dreary winter months in these cheerless 
regions for the sake of making observations which may 
be of advantage to the scientific world. There are not 
many who would be willing to take things thus coolly. 








A SPECIAL despatch to the Washington Chronicle, 
from Jay Cooke & Co., announces that the Northern Pa- 
cific surveying party, recently engaged in locating the 
line of the road from the mouth of Heart river, in Da- 
kota, to the Yellowstone valley, has returned to Fort 
Rice. General Rossie, engineer in charge, reports that 
he has found an excellent and very direct line, striking 
the Yellowstone at the mouth of the Gilm Driver creek. 
He reports finding coal in abundance along the surveyed 
line from the head of Heart river to the Yellowstone 
crossing ; the valleys well timbered, well watered, and 





get soil. Work is now p: ing on the Northern 
acific road to Dakota, west of Red river, 


Mr. JAMES STUART, who is recommended as a 
gentleman well informed in regard to Indian 
matters, writes Peace Commissioner Campbell a letter 
from Fort Benton, Montana Territory, in which 
he gives the following statistics of the various 
Indian tribes who range in the Yellowstone, Muscleshell, 
and Milk river countries: The Mountain Crows, he 
states, number about 2,500 souls, and claim all the coun- 
try on the waters of the Yellowstone river above the 
mouth of the Big Horn river, nearly all of which is in- 
cluded in the reservation set apart for them and the 
River Crows by Government. Their agency is situated 
on the Yellowstone river, near the mouth of Twenty-five 
Yard river. The reservation was made and tho cy 
built for the joint benefit of the Mountain and River 
Crows, but the River Crows refuse to stay on the reser- 
vation, or go there to get their annuities and supplies 
from Government, and claim their country to be from 
the Judith basin northerly to Milk river. The River 
Crows number about 1,200 souls. The buffalo are nearly 
extinct on the waters of the Yellowstone above the 
mouth of the Big Horn river, and in a few years there 
will not be any buffalo south and west of the Missouri 
river. Owing to the scarcity of buffalo and other game, 
the Mountain Crows have almost entirely to depend 
upon the agency farm and Government supplies for a 
living. Some few of them have farms of their own, and 
raise nearly enough to support themselves. The country 
from Tongue river north to the mouth of the Muscle- 
shell river, and east and west from the Missouri river to 
the mouth of the Big Horn river, is claimed and occupied 
by the Teton-Uncpapa and a portion of the Ogallala 
Sioux, under the formidable “Sitting Bull,” who is head 
chief of about one thousand lodges, numbering about 
seven thousand souls. For several years past those 
Indians have made war with the whites wherever they 
found them, and would not even allow traders in their 
country ; but they show a better disposition now. The 
following is given as the total number of Indians belong- 
ing to the tribes attached to the Milk river agency at 
Fort Browning, Montana Territory : 


Names of Tribes. Population. 
MMIII 55 55:04 9000-5 x 00-00 sbeecta nage 
GW NNIN 554 bcecesea redex esenbeles --. 1,200 
errr eT Ea rere 
Northern Cheyennes and Arapahoes........ sees 2,100 


Santee, Yancton, and other Sioux.............. 


ote 4656530 ne 





OE saab nso seend tine haces waa 
The Assiniboines and Gros Ventres are scattered for 
about four hundred miles along Milk river. Sixty lodges 
of the River Crows are camped with the Gros Ventres ; 
the balance are on the Missouri river, near the mouth of 
the Judith river. Of the Northern Cheyennes and 
Arapuhoes only forty-two lodges are at present on Milk 
river; the balance are somewhere near the heads of the 
Muscleshell and Judith rivers. The country, claimed 
and occupied by these tribes as their hunting grounds 
extends east and west from Montague de Bois to the 
Bear Paw Mountains, and north and south from the 
Missouri river to the line of the British possessions. 
This territory has never been set apart or established by 
Congress as an Indian reservation, yet practically it is 
exclusively Indian country, being so regarded by the 
citizens of Montana and the Indian Department. It 
does not contain a white settlement, and, with the ex- 
ception of some persons along the Missouri river engaged 
in chopping wood for steamboats, and afew migratory 
trappers, hunters, and wolfers, it’s only white inhabitants 
— the employ of the Indian Department, or Indian 
traders. 


A. WASHINGTON despatch to the New York Times 
says: “ The sale of the personal effects of Ex-Paymaster 
Hodge to-day was a curious and sad spectacle. A large 
crowd of people with no intention of purchasing, but 
attracted by curiosity, were in attendance, and every ar- 
ticle was subjected to a merciless scrutiny. The furni- 
ture, which was modern and in good condition, brought 
good prices. The best of the library had evidently been 
disposed of, the remaining books being generally value- 
less. But a collection of coins quite rare were competed 
for with so much avidity that they brought nearly as 
much as the furniture on the first floor. Scveral half- 
pennies were sold as high as $10 and $11 each. The 
contemplation of all this sad ending—the broken home, 
the crushed hearts, and the oblivion of the future— 
brought tears to the eyes even of those who simply came 
there to see.” 














Tue Court of Claims found that in February, 1853, 
the United States entered into a contract with the agent 
of what is known as the Sibley Patent Tent, by which 
the Government was authorized to make and procure as 
many of the Sibley tents as it might require at $500 
each. Subsequently, Burns by assignment became half 
owner of the patent, and at the outbreak of the war, 
Sibley, who owned the other half, joined in the Rebellion, 
and the royalty on his portion of the patent was with- 
held. Burns, however, remaining loyal, was paid $2 50 
on each tent used in the army, until mber 26, 1861, 
when the Secretary of War decided that such payment 
was a violation of the Revised Army Regulations and 
directed the payments to be discontinued, and the order 
was enforced. The court, however, found tbat the order 
did not terminate the contract, and gave judgment for 
the{claim. The Government appeals to the Supreme 
Court, and now insists that the contract was to continue 
only at willof the department; that there was no con- 
tract between Burns and the United States that was 
binding on the latter; that Sibley’s joining in the Re- 
bellion and becoming a public enem issolved the 
partnership between him and Burns and terminated any 
interest which the latter might have had in any contract 
made by Sibley before the date of his contract with 
Burns. It is also insisted that the order of the Secretary 
of War, made in December, 1861, terminated any con- 
tract existing in respect of the patent, and that 
was not entitled to recover royalty on tents manufag 
tured after that date, ; 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 





Tae Rewineton Arm Aportep.—The commission which 
has been considering the merits of the various breech-load- 
ing systems since June, with a view of determining upon a 
new armament for the National Guard of the State of New 
York, conciuded its labors and forwarded its report to ihe 
Governor on Saturday of last week. We learn by an official 
telegram to the editor of the JourNav that the conclusion of 
the report—which adopts the Remington arm—has seceived 


_the sanction of the Governor. We believe this official de- 


cision of a question that has for five months so generally in- 
terested the military of the State of New York will be re- 
ceived with unanimous approval. The absolute necessity o/ 
an improved arm for the State soldiery will outweigh all yer 
sonal preferences or predilections, and, were not a majority 
of its members palpably in favor of the system which has 
been selected, the National Guard would still find no fault 
with a result which has been reached after so patient Investi- 
gation, conducted with an honest purpose for the gocd of the 
force. It is now too early to give our readers any details of 
the action of the commission. From personal knowledge of 
the conditions of the contract between the State and the 
manufactarers, and of the producing capacity of the latter, 
we can confidently assure the National Guard, however, that 
bat few weeks will pass before every regiment is supplied 
with a Kemington breech-loader. The particular model 
adopted is an essential improvement upon the French, Danish, 
Swedish, Egyptian, and Spanish types of the Remington 
rifle, and is in all particulars a safe, simple, and durable 
arm. ‘he changes—which consist ina breech- locking action 
of the hammer and a positive withdrawal of the firing-pin— 
have already received the commendation of Genera! Dyer, 
chief of ordnance U.S. Army, and been practically endorsed 
by him in an order of one thousand stand thus modified for 
the Army. ; 

The vistory of the Remington in the active and earnest 
competition now concluded preserves the singular unity of 
gocd fortune which has attended this invention, and, in ap- 
proving it us a service arm, Generals McQuade and Stone- 
house have but followed the ro/e which had been set in ad- 
vance by the most accomplished regular officers of Spain, 
Greece, France, Denmark, Sweden, the Papal States, and of 
the U. S. Army and Navy. 

Tus Nationa Rieve Association.—This association has 
been somewhat delayed in its incorporation under the genera) 
act by the neglect of some half a dozen officers to sign*the 
certificate of incorporation now in the hands of Captain 
George W. Wingate, lawyer, 194 Broadway. The signa- 
ture of some twenty-five gentlemen named as incorporatore 
have thus far been obtained, and it is desirable that the list 
be completed immediately so that the incorporation be ac- 
complished without further delay. Nothiag can be done 
towards perfecting the organization until this association is 
regularly incorporated. The necessity of the parties noti- 
fied, and who have failed to sign, calling immediately at the 
Office of Captain Wingate is therefore apparent. The Oc- 
tober inspections have doubtless detained some of these par 
ties from calling, but these are now, happily, over, offering 
no further excuse in that regard. It is proposed to close up 
and forward the list within a week’s time, so that no farther 
delay will occur, relative to the act of incorporation at least. 


Seventy pirst Inrantry.—Colonel Harry Rockafellar 
having obtained leave of absence for four months, Lieuten- 
ent-Colonel Walcott has assumed commard. This command 
will parade for the reception of the Grand Duke of Russia in 
full dress uniform, white gloves, knapsacks, with overcoats 
rolled. A regimental recruit class for recruits who joined the 
regiment since the close of the last drill season is to be 
formed, under the command of Lieuterant W. C. Dow, of 
Company F. The class will meet every Friday evening at 
8 o'clock, commencing November 10. The drill will be pri 
vate. Commandants of companies will order their recruits 
to report to Lieutenant Dow on that evening. Recruits will 
be excused from all company drills. ‘The officers and mem- 
bers of this command are notified to conform in detail to all 
orders issued from there headquarters, as no further allow- 
ance will be made for the dilatory co-operation of those who 
should render every assistance in promoting the discipline 
and welfare of the regiment. The attention of commandants 
of companies is especially called to the necessity of an im- 
mediate promulgation of all orders from these headquarters. 
The responsibility of a commandant does not cease when 
@ sergeant reports for orders, but it is his duty to know 
that such orders are promulgated in time to answer the pur- 
poses for which the were issued. Commandants of companies 
are directed to investigate the efliciency of their non-com- 
missioned officers, and report to the court-martial any ne- 
glect of duty. They are also directed to inspect the roll 
books of their non-commissioned officers, and see that all are 
furnished with complete and correct rolls of their companies, 
sontaining both residences and places of business of the mem- 
bers. The commandant trusts that every member will use 
his utmost endeavors during the present drill season to main- 
tain the reputation the regiment has acquired in the past, 
and by proper attention to duty excel any previoas attain- 
ments. This can only be accomplished by officers faithfully 
performing the duties imposed upon them, and by the punc- 
tual attendance and heorty co-operation of the rank and 
file. 





Fite-Ciosers.—The following from the Philadelphia 


Sunday Republic will perhaps prove instructive und interest- 
ing to a certain portion of the service, many of whom at 
| present seem to have little or no idea of the subject : 
In every position of assignment there is a duty to perform, 
but ia no position in a company is it so apparent that its 
| duty is so little understood, or if uaderstood at all, so much 
| neglected as that of file closer. 

The late General Wiafield Scott, the father of American 
tactics, in his ‘“* United States Army Tactics,” published in 
the year 1823, lays great stress upon the importance of the 
position and duties of the file-ctoser; nor do we learn that 
subsequent authors have lessened those duties in the least ; 
of one thing we are certain, that the position is not alone 
ornamental, notwithstanding the almost common consent to 
wake itso. Filc-closers are sub-officers to those immediately 
| above their rank, and will fill such vacancies, temporary or 
permanent, whenever they occur. In the noise and confu- 
sion of battle they repeat the commands of the officer in 
command, and see that the order is properly and promptly 
executed. Amidst those trying scenes, by their coolness and 
every demonstration of confidence, they give additional cour- 
age to the men; and to prevent a panic they shall use their 
bayonets as freely upon the panic-stricken comraae as they 
would upon their deadliest foe. None shall leave their 
places to care for the wounded without permission~ of the 
file-closer, and he will be held responsible that no more are 
detailed for such duty than are absolutely necessary. 

Such are a part of the duties of the file-closer in action, 
but itis not to that that we refer in this article; it is to 
those we are lately accustomed to see in the drill-room and 
in company parades. It is there we see their faults, and it ia 
there we would have them corrected. File-closers are not 
any more exempted from the required precision in marching 
than are those composing the company front. Our present 
tactics prescribe thirty inches as the length of a pace in com- 
mon time, and the file-cluser is placed two paces—sixty 
inches—from the rear rank in a column at full distance, and 
one pace—thirty inches—when closed to half distance, and 
like distances from the column when marching by the flank. 
But this is so totally disregarded by the majority that those 
who are particular to preserve the proper distances are made 
to look like stragglers. Such irregularities encourages care- 
lessness, and suggests to the unthinking the idea that the 
position is independent, if not totally useless, instead of im— 
pressing upon the mind its entire unity with the company. 

The very best plan to come at an error is first to detect it 
and then correct it from the start; but to do so most effectu- 
ally requires the closest observation on the part of the driil 
master. A thoroughly competeat captain will not be long 
in winning the confidence of his men, and, having done so, it 
becomes his duty, if nct his pleasure, to turn over the com- 
mand to his subalterne, that they may practice under his eye 
what they will be called upon to doin his absence. While 
such a plan improves the sub-officers it affords the captain 
an opportunity, as instructor, to watch the movements in the 
rear and correct errors there, if any should occur, and not 
permit them to grow in abuse for the want of an opportunity 
to detect from his advanced position. 

The captain’s position is prescribed for every movement. 

The instructor will place himselt in position best suited to 
take in the whole movement at a glance, that errors may be 
detected and corrected. 

The instructor designates or suggests the movements. 

The captain only executes. 

But to return to the file-closer. When we see one lock- 
step with the rear rank, and struggling to maintain it, we 
feel what a relief it would be to him to place bim in the 
ranks. When we see others exchanging favors with their 
eurb stone friends, or some maid-of-all-work at an upper 
window, we feel what a relief it would be to the whole com- 
pany were he summarily kicked out. 

ANNUAL INSPECTIONS AND MUSTER. 

Thirty-second Infantry, Colonel Roehr, in co: sequence of the 
severe rainstorm was inspected and mustered by Major Linington 
atits armory, Brooklyn, E. D.,on the 26th ult. The regiment 
paraded in strong force, and never at any time since its organiza- 
tion presented a finer appearance. A standing review preceded the 
inspection, which ceremony was conducted and performed in sol- 
dierly style, calling forth the highest compliments from the mili- 
tary gentlemen present, including Major-General Meserole and 
Major-General Woodward, both of whom made congratulatory 
remarks at the termination of the muster. This command has been 
organized but afew years, and has shown most conclusively what 
can be done by intelligence and energy united in a regimental com- 
mander, The Thirty-second ranks perhaps as the best of «ny of 
the German commands of the National Guard, and its general 
proficiency in drill and discipline is, we think, scarcely equalled. 
This has been brought about by the constant care of the regimental 
commander to enforce theoretical instruetion among the commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned officers of the regiment. This he has 
carried so far as to make himself somewhat unpopular among 
come of those members of the regiment who complains of “ exces- 
sive duty.” But perfection in officers and ron-commissioned offi- 
cers is only gained by just such duty, and our praise is for the 
vigilant colonel, The Thirty-second shows conclusively the benefit 
of these theoretical instructions, and no good officer who has the 
welfare of the regiment at heart will seriously object to a little 
extra duty. The regiment has shown a most wholesome increase, 
as exhibited by the following returns: 





Present. Absent. Total. 


IND MIE iiss caver dudkess dcenevseecunedas 6 a 6 
Non-commissioned staff........ 6 02.00. eee eeee 2 1 3 
Pn eberneGAReddehexent-caxcbarenensecnieseate 20 - 20 
SE Mie vGtdseewietercerenseeskbivescboens’s 40 5 45 
I Os bodes cs ccencvcencesasesesssdencccesae 9 43 
Sided) Ronn sees cerwdnoncnenetnnssncaned 42 8 50 
Company D.cccccccccce soccsccccces cocccce cn 44 3 47 
Company E.......-. erccccccece o crcccccccccocss 233 ll 46 
COMpany FP cocescaccccccsocccccccescccceccoeceecdd 10 45 
Company Gu... cece cove rcccccccccccscccccccccechd 3 50 
Company Tl... .ccoe coccccccccccssccsccccoeccee o4i 2 43 

Total. .cccccccccccoccscccccccccccsccecce dbl 57 398 


The regiment mustered last year 264 present, 120 absent, 384 to- 
tal—showing an effective gain of 77. 

Twenty-third Infantry, Colonel Rodney C, Ward, paraded on Sat- 
urday last for annual inspection. This command is justly re- 
nowned for the fine classification of its members, its general perfec- 
tion in drill, and its excellent equipment—it being, in fact, the 
on y regiment of the division able to parade fully equipped for in- 
spection. The muster returms this year shuw a commendable 
increase, and everything indicates that the regiment has worked 
successfully since last inspection, the crisis of its existence, and 
filled its repleted ranks, as then exhibited, with a material at least 
equal to that which went out. 





November 4, 1871. 


The regiment arrived on the parade ground of Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn, at 3:30 ep. u., a half hour later than the designated 
tame, and immediately formed fur review on the left or west side of 
the grounds. The improvements now in progress at these public 
grounds have rather encumbered the space set apart for parade 
purposes ; it therefore was with some difficulty that the regiment 
took position ; but after marching and countermarching, it finally 
halted in line, as above stated, and prepared fer review. This was 
received by Brigudier-General Meserole, accompanied by the in- 
spector, Major Linington, and the brigade staff. The review was 
handsomely conducted, the troops appearing unusually steady. 
The ‘* passage” was likewise completed in good style, the align- 
ments, company distance, and salutes being exceedingly fair. 
Colonel Ward is a *areful officer, and is enthusiastic in his interest 
in his command, and always anxious that it shall make a good 
exhibition on all occasions. Such a spirit is worthy of all praise, 
and it would be refreshing to come ucross it oftener in the 
National Guard. Perhaps the colonel cariies his particularity 
about details a little too far, so as to cause slowness in 
some instances; but carefulness is so much less common 
and so much wore desirable thin carelessness in an officer 
that we cannot criticise. The regiment ut the review paraded 
with equalized fronts, presenting nine commands of fourteen full 
tiles; and we observed that Drum-Mujor Strube, while managing 
his corps in good style, omitted the customary salute to the review- 
ing officer ; but this is probably in accordance with the latest edition 
of “ Strube’s Unabridged.” Just prior to the inspection the de- 
tails took an unusually long time in reporting to their respective 
companies, so that some tifteen or twenty minutes’ valuable time 
was lost before the battalion was ready for this ceremony. The 
arms were not inspected, they having been condemned some time 
since, or since their utter worthles:ness was exhibited at the regi- 
mental target practice this summer at Long Branch. The uni- 
forms and equipments were in splendid condition, for which the 
members deserve gfeat praise ; but the commands as a whole would 
have appeared better if the white cross-belts had been worn instead 
of the one black belt. The afteroon wis favorable for a large 
turnout, it being a time when most of the men are freed somewhat 
from business ; the sudden change of the temperature, however, 
was anything but conducive to the good health of the men standing 
in column several hours, and many of them will hereafter, we fear, 
suffer from the consequence of ‘the exposure. The company gains» 
as an average, are not large, the number of absentees being little 
better than last year. Companies A, B, G, and K show the in- 
crease in the regiment, Company A being almost double the size of 
the majority of the other companies, and showing a gaia of twenty- 
nine men, A new company is about organizing to take up the 
vacant letter H, and we learn that the material of the new company 
is of the best character. The following official returns of the mus- 
ter show a net gain of seventy-one members over last year’s re- 
turns: 


Present. Absent. Total. 
cooe 8 _— 5 











Biehl amd shhh. .cccccc.cce coccsesce 
Non-commissioned staff 7 1 8 
pb tncirstindbacinnsegesesscaccescane OO 0 25 
ae 0-000 covse escce OF 10 87 
Company B..... CE AATEUCEOSOREEETETELOCS | 9 vo 
ROINT Cicccccicccenss eeecrecescccccoese 28 l4 42 
Company D...-...-- Ce crcccrccercccesccce 3 13 40 
Company E............ b+ ene oeteeecces 3 4 38 
CO Wiens scndiess.cae encacesececes 3t 15 53 
COMPARY Giece ccscccssces CObe eb AKaeeee ! &; 12 37 
EE Ditdidhsncden cnascensssdvessabet 28 15 45 
Company Kncccccccccccssce eeecee erccese OF 7 61 
BM arecsaccesccscescs coccccccce Ml 101 502 


Last year the regiment mustered 330 present, 119 absent, 449 
total, 


Fourteenth Infantry, Colonel De Bevoise, in consequence of the 
rain inspected and mustered at its armury, Brooklyn, on the eve- 
ning of the 28thinst. The cramped condition of the inferior armory 
and drill-room allotted to this command necessitated the giving up 
of the prescribed review; the regiment, if it may be called such, 
therefore, after assembly, immediately prepared for inspection and 
muster by Major Coughliv, the Fifth brigade inspector, which 
ceremony was gone through with “as well as could be expected 
under the circumstances.” This coiwmand still retains the uni- 
forms worn by the old regiment when in the ficld, where its scarlet 
trousers undoubtedly served as a fatal mark to many of its brave 
members in the ranks. It, however, naturally clings to a uniform 
in which it won soenviable «a record as one of the bravest cum- 
mands that ever left Brooklyn, and perhaps will never change it as 
a fatigue dress so Jong as it exists asa National Guard organization, 
Yet over a year ago the Fourteenth adopted a full-dress uniform 
much similar to that of the Ninth Infantry, and some time ago we 
learned that at least one hundred had been obtained by the mem- 
bers; but up to the prewent time the regiment has failed to parade 
in its new dress, nor have we seen a solitary member appear, fes- 
tively or otherwise, in the new uniform. The Fourteenth, and its 
officers particularly, commit a grievous error in not giving more 
publicity to its movements; for so seldom is it mentioned in the 
public press, that were it to parade in New York but few would 
remember it asa National Guard organization of a neighboring 
city, or as a relic of the famous Brooklyn Fourteenth, whose gallant 
deeds on maty a hard-fought battle should always remain green. 
The regiment still retains many of its veterans, and its armless 
officers give better token of its hard service than scores of medais 
or battle-torn flags. There is evidently something wrong in the 
management of this command, which should be corrected at once, 
and some greater effort made to increase its numerical strength, 
general discipline, and drill. It isu burning shame that the only 
veteran regiment of the Second division, Brooklyn, should thus, 
year in and year out, keep along in the same old inferior condition, 
while regiments of much newer organization have gradually in- 
creased and won a name as first-class organizations of the National 
Guard. The Fourteenth has the foundation and record; let it 
make use of both immediately, or else it will soon find itself dis- 
banded and almost forgotten, or remembered as a skeleton regiment 
of the National Guard which died out of its own accord and from 
sheer lack of energy, after a brilliant early career. The inspection 
this year is small, but by a strong effort on the part of all it can be 
increased, and the regiment raised again to its standard as a first- 
class organization. Above all things let greater publicity be given 
to the movements of the regiment, and let the press know more 
frequently that there still exists a regiment termed the Brooklyn 
Fourteenth. The following inspectiun returns do not look very 
encouraging in comparison with the decided increase shown in 
almost every other command of the Second division; still we hope 
to see a better return next year, and none will be more pleased to 





chronicle it than ourselyes ; 
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Present Absent. Total. 

Ficld and st: ff....- Sbb4066066 CoRReOCESSEN 10 3 13 
Rs ec daeic GS ACEI ngeseae = o4 24 
COTAPANY A ccccccccscccccccrcccscccsceses 14 24 38 
c mpany Diwsie Sd os esedse COS 004 5800008 28 22 5O 
Company Crceesencccccrcce cosccece 17 25 42 
Company D 15 13 28 
Company Misses 3 Bal 34 
Company F ....ccccccccseccccccsecccoeces 24 6 30 
COMDATIY Gene ececcceecreccsecess sevccees 21 43 64 
Company Haeeecrceccsccceacceeseeccrecees lv 30 0 
Company Teeeececececccrececesesccece ioee ae 18 87 
Company K...-scccccceceeetcecteeerenece 26 13 88 

Nis nndnccta0s.6004 10008enesee «+ 186 252 438 


The regiment mustered last year 217 present, 192 absent, 409 total. 
The regiment, therefore, has retrorraded since 1870, and is in about 
the same condition if was in 1869, when it mustered one more 
present than this season. 


Thirteenth Infaniry, Colonel Mason, paraded for review, inspec 
tion, and muster on Monday at the open space near Carroll Park, 
Brooklyn. The regiment made its appearance on the ground some 
half. hour after the designated hour (2 P. m.), and took position on 
the southern side thereof, and, as prescribed, prepared for a review. 
This was received by Colonel Mason, accompanied by Major Cough- 
lin, the brigade inspector; Licutenant-Colonel Briggs coniucting 
the review. The regiment was in fatigue uniform, without over- 
coats or knapsacks, and exhibited marked steadiness during this 
ceremony. The unevenness of the ground, and unequalized front- 
age of the bittalon, however, affected toa degree the passage 
in review, which otherwise was executed in commendable style. 
We will here remark in parenthesis that this new icea, entertained 
among some of the commandants of the Second division, of patad- 
ing during a review at inspections without equalization is some- 
what erroneous and uncalled for. The claimed object of these 
commandants is to give the inspector an opportunity to see the 
relative strength of the different companies as they passin review, 
and from that judge the condition of the component parts of the 
regiment he is about to inspect. This on first impression seems 
very correct, but on a second thought its utility is cancelled when 
itis known that the inspector views the companies during the 
inspection in c.lumn, and knows full well the condition or strength 
of each company as it is inspected and mustered. Then why mar 
“a thing of beauty’’ for the mere usekss purpose of allowing an 
inspector to view an uneven column on the march? 

‘We observed that at the opening of the review the reviewing 
officer acknowledged the salute with his hand. He did it very 
gracefully, we admit, but a slight raising of his cap would have been 
more apropos. This latter he did at the close of the review, how- 
ever. The battalion in occupying its original ground lost great 
distance, and the guides of almost every company were at fault. 
The dressing therefore was very extensive at the termination of 
this ceremony, the open gaps between the companies not present- 
ing a remarkably fine effect. The nature of the ground and the 
unequalized fronts, however, offer some excuse. At the review 
Adjutant Richards omitted a marker at the second change of direc- 
tion; but at the inspection he very properly escorted the colors to 
the right of the column with guard, a matter omitted at inspection 
in the instances of the Forty-seventh and Twenty-third regiments. 
The regiment, although possessing, through the courtesy of Messrs. 
Remington & Son, the Remington breech-loaders, did not parade 
with them, but very properly used instead the State Sprincfield 
muzzle-loading muskets. The Seventy -first, it will be remembered, 
also have these breech-loaders loaned them, and very erroneously 
inspected them as the property of the S'ate. Under the circum- 
stances we do not see how Major Gilon of the First brigade, one of 
the best inspectors by the way in the National Guard, can very 
well render an account of guns which do not belong to the State— 
at least not then. The inspection was creditably performed by the 
Fifth brigade inspector, Major Coughlin, the officers and men being 
very well up in its details. The regiment at the close of the mus- 
ter was equalized, and held a second review before Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Dakin, accompanied by Inspector-General McQuade, the latter 
of whom was, as usual, in citizen’s dress. For this review the 
regiment took position on the north side of the ground, forming 
ten companies of fourteen full files. The darkness, and interrup- 
tions of the numerous urchins who filled the space between the 
reviewing party and the battalion, rather tended to mar the effect 
of this review; the battalion, nevertheless, appeared to better 
advantage, the company distance and alignments being an im- 
provement on the first attempt in this line. The same numerical 
rivalry existing between the Seventh and Ninth regiments of the 
First division is likewise exhibited between the Thirteenth and 
Twenty-third of the Second division. Last year the Thirteenth 
inspected present, in full-dress, 426; while the Twenty-third mus- 
tered but 324 present in fatigue. This year the Twenty-third made 
apparently an effort to exceed the Thirteenth, mustering 401 
present, and showing 2 most commendable gain over last year’s 
muster. Yet the Thirteenth, while showing but small excess over 
last year’s returns, has nevertheless succeeded in winning the vic- 
tory by 31 men, asthe subjoined returns show. Both regiments, 
however, are a credit to the State, and this rivairy, although not 
always generons, we note with regret, is beneficial in the end: 

Present. — Total. 
c 





Wie eid Wae  6.660004066 6084 veateessons 8 ) 
Non-commissioned statf........s0. Scat Je 1 6 
DO winnces006sssseestveveveseeessanssses OO ~ 30 
Company A.cccccccecccccccssecrece soese °6 7 43 
Company B........ccccsces coescscesecees 39 - 39 
Company ©....-.0ceeeeseee eee onentennwe 39 3 42 
Company D _— 10 
Company a > 53 
Compeny F 10 42 
Company G 9 54 
Company H.......ccceeesscccccsccccecsece 8 48 
Company J...cccccceccccvccces soccsecece 8 7 
Company K 21 25 
Total. ccccccccccescece cocccocccccce4Ss 73 505 


The returns of la:t year were 4°26 present, 71 absent. 497 total. 

Company K, it will be observed, is somewhat mythical, mustering 
4men present and 21 absent. Company I, Brevet Major Bush, 
leads the other companies in numbers; while Companies B and D 
most praiseworthily muster every man on the roll as present. Dr. 
Carroll, the chaplain of the regiment, we notice, is still with the 
regiment, and does not propose to resign, as erroneously announced. 
The Fifth brigade commander and his staff were out in full feather 
and well-monnted at this inspection, and looked exceedinyl7 well 


Separate Troop Cavalry, Second Division, Captain Metarty, pa- 
raded for inspection and muster at Fort Greene, Brooklyn, on Mon- 
day. The troop made avery fine display in new uniforms, and 
were generally well mounted. The following is the result of the 
muster by Colonel Chapman, the inspecting officer: 60 present, 29 
absent, 89 total. 





Separate Troop Cavalry, Fifth Brigzde, Captain Keyser, was in- 
spected and musiered (dismounted) by Major Coughlin on the 27th 
ult. at its headquarters, Brooklyn, E. D. The troop presented a 
fine appearance, and were generally well equipped and well in- 
structed in their duties. Brigadier-General Dakin and staff were 
present, and the following is the inspection returns: 88 present, 14 
absent, 102 total. Last year it mustered 80 present, 25 absent, 105 
total. 

Howitzer Battery, Eleventh Brigade, Captain Beebe, inspected and 
mustered at Fort Greene on Saturday last. The inspection was 
preceded by a review, the command appearing to good advantage, 
though smallin numbers. The men in their neat gray uniforms 
looked well, as also did the well-polished four twelve-pound moun- 
tain howitzers of the battery. Brigadier-General Mesercle and 
staff were present at the muster, and the subjoined returns show 
the recent effect of numero s discharges by expiration of terms of 
service, The battery, however, has now passed this crisis and 
already begins to recruit rapidly, and we trust in a short time will 
more than make upthe now apparent «eficieney in numbers. 
Major Linington cyndneted the inspection and muster with the 
following result: 

Present. Absent. — 








Comnantnsicnied CTOs 6. is.oik ec nsesecccesesies 3 

Non-commissioned otticers........ ......... 13 1 14 

Vrivates........ pics bagkhsekassdeteeekeeet 20 22 42 
DAR cis oneccdaneseneeatesnanenes lanes 36 23 59 


The muster lust year was 34 present, 35 absent, 69 total. The ab- 
sentees to the years are altogether too excessive for a battery which 
has won so much praise during the few past years. 

Separate Troop Cavalry, Eleventh Brigade, Captain Kreuscher, was 
inspected and mustered by Major Linington, the brigade in- 
spector, on the 26th ult. at its headquarters, Brooklyn, E. D. The 
troop was in excellent condition, having new gray uniforms, and as 
awhole presented a remarkably fine turnout. Subjoined is the 
inspection return: 55 present, 15 absent, 70 total. General Mese- 
role an‘ staff were present at the inspection. 

Last year this command mustered 54 present, 8 absent, 62 total. 

Battery B, Second Division, Lieutenant Stearn commanding, was 
insp°cted and mustered by Colonel Chapman, the division in, 
spector, on the evening of October 26, at its headquarters, Brooklyn, 
E. D., with the following commendable resuit: 50 present, 13 ab- 
sent, t tal 63—showing conclusively that the battery has not been 
much affected by the recent elopement of its commander with the 
wife of one of the members. 

Battery A, Second Division, was inspected and mustered at Fort 
Greene, Brooklyn, on Motiday, by Colonel Chapman, tiie returns of 
which we have not received as promised by our friend the Inspector. 


Various Irems.—The New Brunswick (N. J.) Times, re- 
ferring to the competitive trial of the various hr-ech-loaders 
at the meeting of the New Jersey Rifle Asso.iation, says: 
‘* These three guns which were offered for prizes are about 
the best made. At the test of the three on Friday the Pea- 
body rifle was fired by Mr. Wentworth, who for many years 
has been engaged by the company,in testing the guns 
turned out of that establishment in Providence. In testing 
over 100,000 guns he has attained great dexterity in hand- 
ling the rifle, and it is no wonder that he won applause in 
firing 30 shots in one minute and three seconds. Mr. Addis, 
in handling the Winchester repeating rifle, gave evidence of 
an excellent knowledge of that weapon. He must certainly 
have had much practice in manipulating the gun to enable 
him to fire 10 shots from the magazine in seven seconds, and 
30 shots, single loads, in one minute and six seconds. The 
representative of the Remington rifle, we should judge, was 
not as well acquainted with its use as some others. Its 
great simplicity in loading and firing renders it a rapid one, 
provided it is well managed. The Kemington is named first 
in the list of guns to be approved by the Government. Be- 
fore the shooting for the Major-General’s Medal, General 
Runyon asked if any of the squads were desirous of firing 
with the Remington. Some so desired, but objection was 
made, and he then ordered that the Springfield should be 
used in that match, but in the other matches the weapon 
would be designated by the donors of the prizes. One or 
two of the objectors expressed their sorrow afterwards to the 
General for making the objections, because it ruled out the 
renowned breech-loader throughout the contest.’’? This is 
quite true, and it is obvious that the only proper way is to 
submit the arms in competition to be fired by some one who 
is no more familiar with one than another, as was done in 
the trial to which the several arms were subjected at the 
hands of Colonel Shaw during the New Jersey match last 
week...... The Highland costume of the Seventy-ninth In- 
fantry, which were purchased in Scotland last summer at a 
cost of some $1,000, have been in bond under custom- house 
control for some months, awaiting the payment of $2,800 
duty, the members of the command not being able to secure 
the amount. We should think the U. S. Government, if the 
facts were properly represented, would refund or allow these 
uniforms to come through free of duty, especially when it is 
considered that they are to be worn by men who have served 
the country well, and are now voluntarily performing duty 
for both State and country......The court of inquiry ordered 
for the investigation of charges preferred against Captain 
Bird W. Spencer, commanding Company K, Ninth Infantry, 
for cowardice on the 12th of July, convened at the armory 
of the Washington Gray Troop on Monday evening. The 
room. was well filled with spectators, the majority of whom 
were members of Company K and Erie employees, and the 
greatest interest was manifested during the preliminary in- 
vestigation and examination of the witnesses for the prose- 
ention. First Lieutenant Bacon, of Company K, one of the 
officers making the charges, was examined, and gave his 
testimony clearly and without hesitation, setting forth some 
of the details of the charges and specifications, which, as a 





matter of course, was pointedly against the accused. Other 


witnesses were examined and cross examined, and the prose= 

eution appeared very strong. The plaintiff and defendants 

have been allowed advisory counsel by the court, the former 

by Mr. Lewis, and the latter have a good man in Mr. H. H 

Goodman, a gentleman, by the way, perfectly familiar with 

investigations of thischaracter. Both counsel are gentle- 
men of talents, and prepared to take strong grounds for their 
clients. Licutenant-Colenel Dunn, Eighth Infantry, and 
Major Gilbreth,judge-advocate,Third brigade, First division, 
compose the court, which held its second session on Friday 
evening, the 3d inst. To our thinking, this matter is en- 
tirely uncalled for, and will only tend to demoralize one of 
the best, if not the best company in the Ninth regiment. 
The great body of the troops on that eventful day did their 
duty well; and this trial of one of its number reflects to a 
degree on the whole escort, if not the National Guard of 
New York State....., Adjutant Fitch, of the Tenth Infantry, 
Albany, wishes to resign his position, but apparently Col- 
onel Benton and Brigadier-General Woodhull seriously ob- 
jectto losing so reliable an officer. The adjatant has been 
elected commandant of one of the companies of the reyiment, 
and is likewise a candidate for a field position. He is, hows 
ever, still retained as the adjutant, and has written a long 
letter to General Woodhull asking an immediate acceptance 
of his resignation, and requesting “an honorable discharge 
in an honorable way or an honorable discharge in a dishonor~ 
able way’’—“a favor,’ he states, ‘‘granted another staff 
officer.’ The Tenth has its troubles continually, it seems ; 
but we see no réason, however, why Adjutant Fitch should 
bo retained against his will......The redoubtable wit of the 
First division staff, colonel Jchn Oakey, recently created a 
decided sensation at the Brooklyn Academy of Music by the 
great display of dramatic povvers as exbibited in the char- 
acter of Bumpkin in Oliver Goldsmith’s play, ‘She Stoops 
to Conquer,’’ as performed by the fashionable ‘‘ Amaranth.’’ 
Colonel John, we learn, is about retiring from the stage this 
month with one of the fair members of this association...... 
Lieutenant-Colonel Walcott, in assuming command of the 
Seventy-first, issues an excellent order, published elsewhere. 
While we regret the necessity of Colonel Rockafellar’s tem— 
porary retirement on account of ill health, we feel assured, 
however, that the regiment has been left in experienced 
hands, capable in every sense of the word'of conducting its 
affairs. The petition asking the reconsideration of the res= 
ignation of Lieutenant-Colonel Walcott was signed by Col- 
onel Rockafellar and every officer of the regiment except one, 
who should have been the first to sign. This officer has 
written a letter requesting that he take it not as a personal 
matter if he retires from the regiment...,..Captain William 
Byrne, of Company C, Twelfth Infantry, after some twenty 
years of faithful service, has resigned his commission. Cap- 
tain Byrne loved the old Twelfth as a father loves his child, 
and it was only aftera hard struggle that his connection 
with the regiment was severed. Company B now takes the 
right, and, it is said, under the circumstances, its command- 
ant, Captain Banta, has purchased a new pair of shoulder- 
straps to take the place of those formerly worn by the grand- 
father of the captain who ‘fit into the Revolution °’...... 
The Second division jin almost every instance show larger 
increase in the different commands mustered this year. The 
rain of last week, however, greatly interfered with the in- 
spection ceremony, and doubtless affected to a degree the 
attendance......The Forty-seventh, we learn, has two new 
companies in prospectus, and Colonel Austen is working hard 
for its welfare......The Twelfth, although not detailed from 
its position, will form one of the escorting regiments on the 
occasion of the Russian reception, occupying the head of the 
division column and of the escort. The Seventh march 
in column of companies at the head, while the Eleventh and 
Twenty-second unfortunately will march by the flank, so 
that, aside from the honor, the Twelfth and Seventh occupy 
relatively the bert positions of the whole column......The 
daily papers, which for the past month have been unduly ex- 
ercised over the Grand Duke Alexis, and his reception in 
this city, have discovered that should he arrive within the 
next few days, or before Tuesday, the military display will 
have to be given up entirely, or postponed until after elec- 
tion. All this has been found in paragraph 134 of the State 
Military Code, which forbids the parade or rendezvous of 
the National Guard taking place five days previous 
to a general or special election. except, of course, in casejof 
riot, etc. But as a violation of this law incurs a forfeiture 
only of $500 on the part of the officer ordering the parade, 
the Citizens’ Reception Committee can overcome this mat- 


ter, perhaps, by paying Major-General Shaler’s fine, thus 
allowing the “play to goon.’’ This law was undoubtedly 
introduced to prevent troops being sent to a distance by 
some zealous and interested commander for the purpose of 
preventing their voting, and not on account of the said pa- 
rade or rendezvous of troops interfering with the privileges 
of, the people......Captain Besson, one of the Twenty- 
second’s best officers, has resigned......0n Tuesday evens 
ing Mr. 8. A. Schoonmaker, an estimable member of Com- 
pany A, Ninth Infantry, was serenaded at his residence, un- 
der the direction of the members of the company, led by 
Messrs. Close, Wynkoop, and Jessup, and afterwards present- 
ed with an elegant gold watch and chain. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Wm. J. Hanpina, Adjutant.—You are correct relative to the 
color salute, and we are in error in this regard in our inspection 
report of the Twenty-second. 

A Reaver.—A person cannot consistently hold a commission in 
the New York State Militia who resides in New Jersey or out of 





the jurisdiction of the State. 
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FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


AN extensive military establishment is to be formed 
at Rouen. It will comprise a school of artiilery and ar- 
senal within the city, and an entrenched camp and a 
series of forts outside. President Thiers will lay the 
foundation stone of the artillery school with appropriate 
ceremonies. 

Tue naval strength of Russia as it was at the latest 
dates, not including the additions ordered during the 

mt year, stood as follows: Cuirassiered turret ships, 
1; frigates, 8; monitors, 10; corvettes and clippers, 82; 
gunboats, 68; steam-tugs, 12; other vessels, 145—total, 
296. To man these were—Admirals and holders of sep- 
arate commands, 117; under officers, 3,035; seamen, 
28,184; reserve, 14,194—total, 45,526. These vessels are 
all either in active service or can be made ready for sea 
in a short time. 

Tue German Correspondent says the construction of 
two great men-of-war, the Sedan and the Metz, will be 
commenced next spring. Every effort is being made to 
increase and improve the German navy, as the late war 
showed how greatly commerce may be injured by an 
enemy who has the command cf the seas: and the Gov- 
ernment is desirous of placing the country in a secure 
position for all eventualities that may arise, even as re- 

first-rate naval powers. The time will probably 
come, it is added, when the German colors will be re- 
garded with as much respect on the sea as on the land. 

Tuk Japanese have advanced another step in their 
adoption of civilizing influences. Having decreed that 
the native soldier should be fed on meat and such strong 
food, clothed in something of an approach to foreign 
uniform, and drilled according to the most approved 
Prussian principles, they have determined to alter his 
beverage, by adopting beer. The Liogo News is credibly 
informed that the brewery lately belonging to Mr. First, 
of Kobé, has been purchased by the Japanese govern- 
ment, and erected at the Castle at Osaka, for the pur- 
pose of encouraging their soldiers to drink beer. 

A GENERAL order of the Russian War office, duly 
approved by His Majesty the Czar, directs an entire 
and complete reorganization of the Imperial army, and 
the calling and training to arms of the whole adult male 

pulation of the country in their respective districts. 
This raises the total field and landwehr forces for war 
to 1,600,000 men and 51,000 officers, sixty-six regiments 
of Cossacks not included. There is created further a 
reserve force, which, in case of an invasion, is equiva- 
lent to making every man a soldier on a peace footing, 
to 750,009 men and 35,000 officers. The new artillery 
adds 1,000 guns to the old force. This enormous change 
in the military forces of Russia is masked under the 
mere creation of landwehr, called local forces, which 
nominally leaves the old army intact. 

Tur Vienna war office makes the following army re- 
turns, viz.: Austria.—13 corps, including 40 divisions of 
infantry and 5 of cavalry, and 205 batteries of artillery 
and mitrailleuses; the total force is 733,926 men and 58,- 


apprehension as to the result. But the reverse might 
prove to be the case; and it is evident that an admiral 
who knows that his ships can be trusted to fight in all 
weathers must possess an enormous advantage over one 
who is conscious that after the wind has obtained a cer- 
tain force, half the ships in his fleet are likoly to inflict 
more injury upon their own crews than upon the enemy. 
In saying so we desire to exhibit no desponding spirit. 
That iron-clads can be built to sit the water steadily even 
when it is blowing a gale is evident, since the Monarch, 
whose rigging is exceptionally heavy, only rolled at the 
outside fifteen degrees through the arc, to the Lord 
Warden’s sixty-two degrees. 

“SEND me men, not boys,” wrote the great Napoleon 
on one occasion, when he required more soldiers in his 
Italian campaign. So quotes the Broad Arrow, and goes 
on to apply the remark thus: “ He had found from expe- 
rience that the youthful conscripts could not bear the 
fatigue and privations of war. The raw levies and vol- 
unteers who endured such hardships and privations un- 
der Dumouriez were men, not boys.. The experience of 
our Indian Army exemplifies in a remarkable manner 
the importance of sending to our Eastern Empire the 
full-grown and knit man. The Pioneer furnishes us 
with the following facts in illustration: In January, 
1870, a draft composed of one officer, one sergeant, two 
corporals, and sixty-eight privates arrived at Thayetmyo, 
Burmah, from England, for the right wing of the Sev- 
enty-sixth regiment. Their average age was twenty 
years and twenty-three days. From January to Novem- 
ber, 1870, there were this number eight admissions to 
the hospital; eighteen men of this draft were sent to 
India for change, nine died—eight from cholera and its 
effects. Of the eighteen men who were sent to India for 
change not one exceeded twenty-one years of age, and 
the ages of those who died of cholera did not exceed 
twenty.” 

Tue army commanded by the Archduke Charles in 
the campaign of Aspern, Esling, and Wagram, consisted 
of 25,000 men, to whom were attached eighteen batteries 
of brigade, thirteen of position, and eleven of horse ar- 
tillery, being a proportion of one piece of ordnance to 
260 men. The French army ‘for the invasion of Russia 
consisted of 400,000 infantry, 60,000 cavalry, and 1,200 
guns—one gun to 383 men. General Dombrowski’s 
division of 6,000 men on the Beresina in 1812, had twen- 
ty pieces of artillery—one gun to 800 men. The Prus- 
sian contingent und2r General D’Yorck, of the grand 
French army for the invasion of Russia, was 20,000 men 
and sixty guns—being one gun to 300 men. In 1813, 
Napoleon had one hundred and forty pieces of artillery 
to 30,000. men—being one gun to 200 men. In 1815, his 
army comisted of 130,000 infantry, 20,000 cavalry, 300 
pieces of artilllery—or one gun to 500 men. Marshal 
Beresford at the battle of Albuera had 29,000 men and 
thirty-two guns—being one to 906 men. Marshal Soult, 
in the same action had 23,000 men and forty guns—be- 
ing one to 575 men. The French armies united on the 
‘Tormes in 1812 amounted to 80,000 men, 200 guns—or 





125 horses, with 1,600 guns and 190 mitrailleuses. 
Italy.—4 corps, with 40 infantry and 6 cavalry brigades, | 
and 9) batteries ; total force, 415,200 men, 12,868 horses, | 
and 720 guns. Turkey.—6 corps of nizam (regulars), 12 
corps of redifs (reserves), and 132 batteries, making 253,- | 
289 inen, 34,835 horses, and 732 guns. Roumania.— 
106,009 men, 15,675 horses, and 96 guns. Servia.—107,- 
000 men, 4,000 horses, and 194 guns. Greece 125,000 | 
men, 1,000 horses, and 48 guns. Germany.—18 corps, | 
including 37 divisions of infantry and 10 of cavalry, and 
837 batteries of artillery; this force numbers 824,990 | 
men, {5,724 horses, and 2,022 guns, 

Tue Overland China Mail hears that the Chinese gov- | 
ernment have determined upon the carrying out of the | 
suggestion of sending some young Chinese to the West- | 
ern countries to study their sciences and arts. “It says” | 
“Mr. Yung Wing,” a Chinese gentleman who bas been 
educated ia the Yale College, has, we understand, been 
engage to take charge of thirty students to America, 
and the Chinese government has voted a grant of 1,000,- | 
000 taels to meet all the expenses for the ensuing ten 

ears. ‘The number of students will be yearly increased | 
4 batches of thirty. This is indeed a right step in the 
right direction, and it is strange that the Chinese gov- | 
ernment did not feel the advantage of this movement 
earlier. When the pioneer class has shown progress, no 
doubt the principal countries in Europe will be visited 
by Chinese calets.” 

TuE military correspondent of the Magdeburg Gazette, 

uoted by the Pall Mall Gazette, says that the Prussian 
ar Department has now entirely given up the idea of 
retaining the Ziindnadelgewehr in a modified form as the 
future arm of the German troops. The new metal car- 
tridge, too, is only to be regarded as provisional, and 
steps are to be taken to obtain a new one, which shall be 
more in accordance with the latest developments of mil- 
itary science. The Bavarian Werder rifle is just now in 
great favor with military men at Berlin, especially on 
account of its small calibre, length of range, accuracy of 
fire, and simplicity of construction, the Werder rifle con- 
sisting of seventeen parts only, while nearly all the other 
breech-loading rifles are composed of at least twenty 
parts. Another great advantage of this rifle is that the 
exploded cartridge can be got rid of by a single touch 
of the finger, and that the loading is performed in one 
movement and a half. Since the late war far more im- 
_— has been attached to length of range than rap- 
dity of fire, and it is b in this quality, says the cor- 
respondent, that the Ziindnadelgewher is far inferior to 
all the new breech-loading rifles. 

REFERRING to the rolling experienced in the British 
iron-clads during the recent cruise of the comblned squad- 
rons, the London Standard asks what compensation 
would there be for the loss of fighting power occasioned 
by half the fleet being unable, on account of the weather, 
to use its guns, and when the fight was over being, from 


the same cause, barely able to keep the sea? It is, of 
course, possible that the iron-clad navies of neighboring 
countries may possess 


similar properties. Things being 
thus equalized, we should, in the event of war, feel no 


one to 400men. The British army in the great Hamp- 
shire campaign, 1871, was 50,233 men and ninety guns— 
or one gun to 335 men. 

Rear-Adwiral Caffin, of the British navy, in a recent 
address on naval matters, “ maintained that every offi- 
cer reared for the command of one of Her Majesty’s 
ships in the present day should not only be a thorough 
seaman, but a scientific one. For while it is true that 
our iron-clads will be taken into action, as Admiral In- 
glefield observes, with their masts and their yards down 
to avoid the danger of fouling the screw with wreck, and 
that naval tactics with fleets under steam will alone avail, 
yet a gale of wiad may speedily follow (as after Trafal- 
gar), requiring the best qualities and highest attain- 
ments of a sailor in quickly getting the partially disa- 
bled ships fit to encounter it under snug canvas, so as to 
aid the screw in clawing off a lee shore, or as might be 
found requisite. Science in the knowledge of the con- 
struction of our ships and in navigating them, and skill 
in seamanship to a greater degree, we may rest assured, 
will be needed in any future navai war if we are to keep 
the sea in our iron-clads, blockading an enemy’s port ; 
and far greater vigilance in watching the enemy will 
be required by the inshore squadron of light frigates 
than in the olden time when an enemy could only get 
to sea with a fair wind, whereas he will be able to do so 
now under steam, irrespective of the wind. These light 
squadrons will be composed of the fleetest iron-clad ships, 
of which class this country should possess a very large 
number, to meet the varied services for which they will 
most assuredly be required. And in these ships, if kept 
cruising in peace, will be found one of our best schools 
for seamanship, while our fleets will teach tactics.” 


Lonpon Engineering says: “The vagaries played by 
the 35-tun gun when on its proof, as regards pressures 
and velocities, obliged the committee on explosives to 
reopen their investigations as to the powder best suited 
for this piece. They have since been experimenting 
with gunpowder grained in various ways and made into 
pellets of various forms and sizes. The most recent re- 
sults of their investigations, as far as we are at present 
informed, tend to show that they are ey if 
they have not absolutely reached, the object of their 
desires, namely, low pressures and high initial veloci- 
ties. In the early stages of the experiments solid cylin- 
drical powder pellets, three-fourths of an inch in diame- 
ter and three-eighths thick were used. With these it was 
found that pressures of forty-seven tons per square inch 
were obtained with initial velocities of 1,430 feet per 
second. It will be remembered that the 35-ton gun gave 
with one hundred and twenty pounds of pebble powder, 
a similar pressure with a ity of 1,370 feet. With 
one hundred and thirty pounds of powder the velocities 
fell to 1,348 feet. Hence with the solid pellets a slight 
improvement in the velocity was obtained. Cylindrical 
pellets three-fourths of an inch in diameter, one-half inch 
thick, and having an indent formed on one face three- 
sixteenths of an inch in diameter and one-fourth of an inch 

were then used. The obtained with these 





ranged from twenty-three to twenty-four tons 


per square inch, the velocities remaining good. The 
next step was to split these indented pellets in halves 
and to glaze the halves in the ordinary way. The re- 
sults of firing heavy charges with the divided pellets 
has, we hear, been a reduction of the pressures to four- 
teen tons per squrre inch, while at the same time initial 
velocities of 1,430 feet per second are obtained. It is 
difficult to account for this extraordinary reduction of 
pressure without a knowledge of all the details of the 
experiments of which we are not at present in posses- 
sion. It appears singular that these broken pellets, 
which closely spproach the nature of pebble powder— 
except that the grains are sligntly more uniform in size 
and shape—should give pressures so very much below 
tLose of the pebble powder with equal velocities. These 
results are certainly very remarkable, and if repeated 
trials establish them as indisputable facts and do not 
prove them to have been so far the result of accident, 
derangement of the pressure gauges, or miscalculation, 
a most important advance will have been made toward 
the settlement of the powder difficulty.” 

Tue Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, recently received a 
most interestirg consignment, consisting of three bronze 
guns, forwarded from Portsmouth by Admiral Milne, to 
whom they had been sent by her Britannic Majesty’s 
consul, in transit from Rhodes, where they were with 
other guns of a like nature accidentally discovered by a 
diver at the bottom of the sea, and were at the time be- 
ing sold for the sake of the metal contained in them, 
with a view of melting them down. Fortunately, how- 
ever, this was arrested in time. These curious specimens 
of warlike constructive art are supposed to belong toa 
period anterior even to the date of the battle of Crecy, 
when guns are said to have been first used. But the 
great interest which attaches to them is contained in the 
fact that two of the number are breech-loading pieces of 
ordnance. These are about five feet in length, and 
would contain a ball of 4 lbs. to 5 lbs weight. At the 
breech end is a chamber, sufficiently wide and deep to 
contain a large vent-pieve, which can be lifted in and 
out by means of a handle. This vent-piece is not solid as 
in the Armstrong gun, but has a space hollowed out 
within it evidently intended to hold the cartridye. 
Whether the ball formed part of the cartridge with the 
powder, or was rammed in afterwards at the muzzle, 
cannot be ascertained, but as the calibre of the barrel is 
greater than that of the chamber if would appear that 
the latter surmise is correc’. A plug passing through 
the breech of the gun and through the solid end of the 
vent-piece kept the latter in its place when the charge 
was fired, but there is an orifice in the cascable of each 
of the guns, which may have contained a breech-screw. 
But the metal is so much eaten away that it would not 
be possible to determine whether there had been a thread 
upon the orifices or not. The vent-holo is at the side of 
the vent-piece handle, and so contrived as to be exactly 
upright when the plug is in its place. On the trunnion 
piece of one of the guns is the figure of a lion with 
wings. Inasimilar position on the other is a human 
figure apparently holding a book. But the carving is so 
nearly obliterated that it is difficult to distinguish 
whether these images are human or otherwise. Such 
was the breech-loader of probably the fourteenth or fif- 
teenth century. Perhaps one of these days we shall be 
digging up the portable field telegraph which was used 
by Pharoah in keeping up a communication with his base 
of operations when pursuing the Israelites! The third 
guu is an ordinary looking weapon, somewhat similar 
in shape to those which were used in the last century. 
It has a bore of 3 5-8 in., measures about nine feet in 
length, and is also of bronze, but does not bear the same 
stamp of antiquity as the rest. 








CaPpTaAIn J. 8. Ellison, one of the last survivors of the 
battle of Lundy’s Lane, died in California last week. 











LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE, 


Tax following is « list of letters remaining in the New York Poct- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 


ARMY. 


OcToBER 27. 

Baxter, J. H., Colonel. Meserney, C. C., Colonel. 

Haynes, M. D., Captain. Mervett, N., Major—2. 

Hopper, David, Captain. Strohn, J. B., Cuptain. 
Uhrbrorck, E. T., Captain. 


OctTopeEr 31. 


Almy, John, Colonel. Ludd, James O., Captain. 
Baker, John J., Colonel. Smith, W. M., Colonel. 
Currier, Colonel. Tormey, James T., Captain—8. 


White, Robert, Colouel. 








MARRIED. 


(Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
Silty cents each.) 





Ropman—Rice.—At the residence of the bride’s father, on Tues- 
day, October 17, by Rev. Geo. L. Chase, Jonn B. Ropmay, U. S. 
Army, to Lizzie, daughter of Hon. H. M. Rice, of St. Paul, Mian. 

MacGuirE—Towssenp.—At St. George’s church, Flushing, L. I., 
on Thursday, October 26, by the Rev. Dr. J. Carpenter Smith, as- 
sisted by the Rev. W. G. Sumner, Lieutenant Epwarp MaGuInzE, 
U. . Army, to Ciara, youngest daughter of the late R. C. Town- 
send. 

AsHuiry—Lre.—At the Soldiers’ Home, Washington, D. C., on 
Wednesday evening, October 25, by the Rev. Wm. Biiss Asbley, 
D.D., Wa. Jarvis AsuLey, of Rochester, N. Y., to Kare, daugh- 
ter of Colonel Arthur T. Lee, U. 8. Army. 

LaNnDEk—DeE.LanEy.—In New Orleans, La., September 23, 1871, 
at St. Michael’s church, by the Rev. Father Sheehan, Hospital 
Steward George Lanner, U. 8. Army, to Miss Anniz E, De- 
LANEY, of New Orleans. (No cards.) 








DIED. 


Ecktes.—At Fort Garland, C. T., October 12, 1871, of congestion 
of the lungs, ANNIE, infant twin daughter of Maj. J. W., and 
Kate M. Eckles, aged 5 months and 10 days. 

Neety.—At Fort McKavett, Texas, on October 11, SamurL Feast 
only and beloved son of Lieutenant Robert and Lizzie Neely, aged 





1 year, § months and 14 days. 





